Sacred Heart University Magazine, Summer 2013 by Sacred Heart University,
fall 2009 :: in this issue :: 02 from the heart 32 shu leads in pt education 35 commencement 36 growing ahead of schedulesummer 2013 :: in this issue :: 02 from the heart 06 healing after sandy hook 12 student entrepreneurs 34 kevin nealon ’75
Sacred Heart University Magazine
Sacred Heart University
5151 Park Avenue
Fairfield, CT 06825-1000
editor@sacredheart.edu 
Visit us online at www.sacredheart.edu
ISSN 1547-6219
Copyright ©2013 Sacred Heart University
MAGAZINE STAFF
Executive Editor: Funda Alp ’91
Editor: Deborah Noack
Art Director: Tracy Deer-Mirek 
Design: Keating Associates, Inc./ann-design
Contributing Photographers:  
Stephen Allen, B.K. Angeletti, Mark F. Conrad, 
Tracy Deer-Mirek, Don Hamerman, Johnathon 
Henninger, Megan Lackman ’15, Zack Lane ’11, 
Elizabeth Mastrocola ’15, Margaret Miller, Len 
Rubenstein, Kim Tyler, Arielle Purcell, Laura 
Wilson and Keith Zdrojowy ’02, ’12 MAT.
Contributing Writers: 
Hannah Ackerman ’12, ’13 MACOMM, Tim 
Deenihan, Alexis Harrison ’02, Evan Jobst ’13 
MACOMM, Ira Morrison, Mike Lauterborn, Chris 
Nicholson, Deborah Noack, Bill Peterson, Sarah 
Pfeffer ’13 MACOMM, Holly Robinson, Katie 
Sullivan and Cindy Wolfe-Boynton. 
POSTMASTER
Send address changes to:
University Advancement
Sacred Heart University Magazine
Sacred Heart University
5151 Park Avenue
Fairfield, CT 06825-1000
Sacred Heart University magazine is 
published by the Division of Marketing and 
Communications. Every effort has been made 
to ensure its accuracy and completeness. All 
cities and towns mentioned in this magazine 
are in Connecticut, unless otherwise indicated.
Opinions expressed in this publication may 
not necessarily reflect those of Sacred Heart 
University, its faculty or administration.
As we conclude an extremely exciting and 
productive academic year, we are already 
looking forward to even more excitement 
in 2013–14 when we will celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the founding of Sacred Heart and 
welcome our biggest freshman class yet—as I 
write this in late May, more than 1,300 students 
have made a deposit. 
 As you read through the following pages, 
you will discover that a great deal has happened 
since our last issue went to bed. For example, 
we broke ground on a brand-new academic 
building that will house the John F. Welch 
College of Business and the Department of 
Communication & Media Studies—one of 
Sacred Heart’s fastest-growing programs. The 
building will provide our students with the latest 
technology and state-of-the-art equipment, 
including a live trading floor. We are also 
expanding our presence in Stamford. Our new 
location will be in Landmark Square, and the 
Graduate Center will offer students access to 
many of our programs that have previously only 
been available in Fairfield. And we announced 
the hiring of Bobby Valentine as our new 
executive director of Intercollegiate Athletics. 
He begins his tenure on July 1. 
 Among the many accolades that our 
students, faculty and staff received this year 
for accomplishments in academics, music and 
theater, sports, publishing of books and articles 
and much more, we received the news that 
senior Morgan Merriman was the recipient of a 
Fulbright Scholarship to Albania. Morgan will 
implement a basketball program for middle-
school girls and will also help with a computer 
programming gifted program for fifth- and 
sixth-grade students. This is the fourth Fulbright 
awarded at Sacred Heart—two to students and 
two to faculty—in the last seven years. That is an 
impressive feat that places SHU and its students 
among the most elite institutions and scholars in 
the country. 
 Our special 50th anniversary committee 
has been working for months to plan the 
celebration of our founding. The committee 
has put together many exciting events ranging 
from several themed movie nights at our new 
facility outside the renovated Edgerton Center 
to special lectures, concerts, exhibits and galas. 
I’m especially looking forward to the unveiling 
of the new mural that will be installed outside of 
Red’s in the Commons. 
 It is particularly important to us that our 
alumni be involved in our 50th anniversary 
festivities. If you haven’t already gotten involved 
and would like to, please contact the Office of 
Alumni Relations. We want to see as many of 
you on campus in the coming year as possible. 
We want to hear your stories, see your photos, 
learn your thoughts on how the University has 
grown and changed and get your opinion on our 
next 50 years.  
 Our next issue will be chock full of 
information about our history and growth as 
well as the activities planned to celebrate our 
golden anniversary. Until then, have a nice 
summer!
Sincerely,
 
John J. Petillo, Ph.D.
President
. . . we are already looking 
forward to even more 
excitement in 2013–14 
when we will celebrate the 
50th anniversary of the 
founding of Sacred Heart 
and welcome our biggest 
freshman class yet . . .
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Spotlight on Jerry Goehring
Find out what really happens backstage, what 
it’s like to clean up after pigeons and how fun 
it is to have ideas and make them happen with 
Edgerton Theatre Manager Jerry Goehring.28
New Programs to Meet 
Emerging Needs
Sacred Heart continues to lead, introducing 
exciting new programs in cybersecurity, 
communications and a new concentration for 
the MAT degree.
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FromtheHeart
SACRED HEART UNIVERSITY BROKE GROUND MAY 7 ON THE LARGEST 
new academic building in the school’s 50-year history. The 125,000-square-foot 
structure will house the John F. Welch College of Business and the Department 
of Communication & Media Studies. 
 “This building represents our growth and our commitment to provide our 
students with state-of-the-art facilities and equipment,” says President John 
J. Petillo. “It is especially fitting as we approach the 50th anniversary of the 
University that we are able to successfully meld our past with the future and 
provide a strong liberal arts education enhanced by the technological advances 
of the 21st century.”
 Business Dean John Chalykoff is particularly excited about the active 
trading floor planned for the building, and says the new facility will allow 
for the creation of innovative educational experiences and new research 
opportunities through smart classrooms, interactive labs and open spaces 
that foster engaged learning and high levels of interaction between students, 
faculty and the world beyond. “This is not merely a new building,” he says. “It 
is the start of a new chapter in the educational mission of the Welch College of 
Business.”
 The Department of Communication & Media Studies’ new home will 
include two large studios for television, video and film production, as well as 
post-production facilities, screening venues and multimedia classrooms. There 
will also be new spaces for the student-produced newspaper, radio station and 
television programs. 
 “These spaces will benefit the entire University by facilitating the 
production of digital content across programs and departments,” says Debbie 
Danowski, chair of the Department of Communication & Media Studies, 
which has seen tremendous growth over the past few years, including the 
introduction of several new graduate programs and a new undergraduate major. 
“Our new facilities will allow us to better serve our students by providing them 
with state-of-the-art equipment that will make them more competitive in the 
job market.”
 Taken together with SHU’s proximity to New York City, the media capital 
of the world, as well as “our robust internship program and accomplished 
faculty, the addition of these facilities will allow us to become a leader in the 
Northeast in communication and media studies,” adds James Castonguay, 
director of the MACOMM graduate program. 
 The three-level building will include a two-story atrium, satellite-equipped 
classrooms for interaction with other University campuses, film screening and 
editing rooms, classrooms, faculty offices, conference rooms and lounges, a café 
and elegant landscaping infused with walking paths and benches. 
 The cornerstone of a $30 million, five-year University campaign, the 
building has been designed by Sasaki Associates and will incorporate the latest 
in HVAC technologies and energy-saving lighting. Plans call for the building to 
be completed by the end of 2014.
SHU Breaks Ground for Academic Building
New Home for College of Business and Department of  
Communication & Media Studies
Rendering of the new building
Breaking ground for the new academic building are, from left, James T. Morley, 
chairman of SHU’s board of trustees; President John J. Petillo; outgoing Student 
Government President Mia James; incoming Student Government President Lauren 
Kalil; Welch College of Business Dean John Chalykoff; College of Arts & Sciences 
Dean Seamus Carey and Provost Laura Niesen de Abruna.
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English Language 
Institute Awarded 
Accreditation 
The English Language Institute has been awarded accreditation through the 
Commission on English Language Program Accreditation, which promotes 
excellence in the field of English language administration and teaching 
worldwide. The Sacred Heart University program features 15 teachers and 
offers ESL classes on both its Fairfield and Stamford campuses, with 
participating students from around the world.
Students Continue Tradition of 
Attending Presidential Inauguration
Dozens of students made the trek from Sacred Heart University to 
Washington, D.C., to witness the second inauguration of President Barack 
Obama. This marked the eighth trip organized by Gary Rose, chairman of 
the Department of Government and Politics and a frequent media political 
pundit, since shepherding his first trip to the inauguration during President 
Ronald Reagan’s second term in 1985. The three-day trip was packed with 
events, including a moonlight tour of the national monuments, a visit to 
the Smithsonian Museums and a policy briefing with U.S. Representative 
Jim Himes (D-4).
Class of 2016 Wanted Romney in Office, 
Survey Says   
As part of the First-Year Honors Seminar taught by Gary Rose during the fall 
of 2012, students conducted a survey of the political values and orientations 
of the Class of 2016. To accomplish this, 150 freshmen were surveyed, 
and students conducted personal interviews with small focus groups. The 
students worked in small research groups, with each group assigned a 
specific task. The several bodies of research were then merged, resulting in a 
data-based paper.
Highlights of the survey included the following:
—  Top policy concerns were the economy, national security and health care
—  The Class of 2016 is far more Republican than Democratic
—  A higher percentage of Catholic students support the Republican Party 
compared to the Democratic Party, although a large percentage of 
Catholic students are unaffiliated
—  A great majority of the freshman class is registered to vote 
—  The Class of 2016 favored Governor Mitt Romney for President of the 
United States
Posing for a photo on Inauguration Day are sophomores, from left, Joshua Murphy, 
Nicole Trommelen, Winnie Maloney, Adam Salwocki and Matt Kish.
Physical Therapy Specialists Center 
Opens 
The Physical Therapy Specialists Center officially opened its doors on 
December 5 in a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the William H. Pitt Center, 
marking its launch as an academic practice owned and operated solely by the 
University. The Center provides a professional setting for students to learn 
clinical skills, while simultaneously providing outpatient services in many 
specialty areas.
From left are President John J. Petillo, Physical Therapy Department Chair Michael 
Emery, College of Health Professions Dean Patricia Walker and Clinical Physical 
Therapy Instructor Victor Vaughn. In back are Clinical Assistant Professors David 
Cameron, left, and Jason Grimes. 
S4 Study Skills Summer 
Program on Campus  
Sacred Heart University and Successful Study 
Skills 4 Students (S4) are sponsoring four summer 
sessions of S4’s popular study skills workshops at 
both the Fairfield and Stamford campuses. The 
workshops are geared toward students in grades 9 to 12 and promote academic 
achievement by teaching key study strategies and reducing stress.
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Sacred Heart University is significantly expanding its presence in Stamford 
and Fairfield County, launching new graduate degree programs and additional 
courses, moving into new classroom space in the center of the city and 
increasing its involvement and outreach within the Metro- and Stamford-area 
region and business communities.
 The Sacred Heart University Graduate Center in Stamford will be located 
in Landmark Square within walking distance of the city’s Transportation 
Center and near restaurants, shopping, businesses and Stamford’s many other 
downtown assets. The Graduate Center will offer students access to many of 
Sacred Heart’s existing programs traditionally available at its main campus 
in Fairfield. These include SHU’s digital marketing and human resource 
management degrees offered through its John F. Welch College of Business, 
film and television offered through the College of Arts & Sciences and the 
Isabelle Farrington College of Education’s popular cohort certification program 
in educational leadership and administration. 
 “We are excited to increase our presence in Stamford. The new Graduate 
Center will offer greater options for our graduate students while giving us 
an opportunity to build on an already strong relationship with the Stamford 
community,” said University President John J. Petillo.
 SHU currently offers continuing education initiatives, limited 
undergraduate classes and corporate training in Stamford, in space located 
in the Riverbend section of the city. But the University’s expanded offerings, 
explained Provost Laura Niesen de Abruna, vice president for Academic Affairs, 
will include the new communication graduate programs and other classes. 
They will feature a hybrid learning approach combining online and face-to-face 
evening and Saturday classes. An additional goal, she stressed, is to provide 
easier access for working students and professionals living in Fairfield County, 
as well as commuting students from New York City, Westchester and western 
and southern Connecticut.
 “Beyond these dynamic, appealing and contemporary communication 
degrees, four out of five existing SHU programs will be accessible immediately 
or in the coming year at the new Graduate Center, making it a hub for students 
who may find it difficult to commute to our Fairfield campus or attend day 
classes,” de Abruna said. “Sacred Heart University already has established a 
strong reputation for its service orientation, focused learning, internships, 
economic development and educational outreach with local businesses and 
communities. This isn’t just an off-site campus—we will offer accelerated, 
modular and creative programs that maximize opportunities for convenience 
and value, interact extensively within the region and will be a beacon for 
working adult students.”
 The new graduate programs are another example of Sacred Heart’s 
innovation, responsiveness to changing marketplace demands and efforts to 
creatively meet students’ educational needs, added John Chalykoff, dean of the 
John F. Welch College of Business. “The Welch College of Business is excited 
to be offering two of its flagship master’s programs—digital marketing and 
human resource management—and a doctorate in business administration in 
finance in Stamford,” Chalykoff said. “Stamford is a hub for digital marketing 
in Connecticut. This region has a concentration of small and large firms with 
HRM educational requirements, and our new Graduate Center also is the 
perfect location to serve the southern Connecticut and New York area with an 
applied doctorate in finance, which we anticipate offering beginning in 2014.”
 “The inauguration of Sacred Heart University’s digital marketing program 
in Stamford is another validation of the city’s diverse business base, well 
positioned for the 21st century economy,” noted Stamford Mayor Michael 
A. Pavia. “From Stamford’s global companies, such as Starwood Hotels and 
Resorts, to its many entrepreneurial startups, digital marketing is a key 
component of any company’s online communications and branding strategy. 
I am very pleased that Sacred Heart has made this worthwhile decision to 
expand its curriculum and locate in our city.” 
 Other degree work available through the Stamford Graduate Center will 
include a master’s degree in teaching. Coursework in teacher preparation 
and literacy specialist programs is also available, and a doctorate in education 
(Ed.D.) is planned for 2014. The Landmark Square location will offer 10,000 
square feet of classroom, conference and administrative space. SHU expects to 
dedicate its new Graduate Center in late summer, and classes will begin for the 
fall 2013 semester.
+ INSIDER INFORMATION FROM AND AROUND CAMPUS + 
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Classes Set to Begin Next 
Fall at New Graduate 
Center in Stamford 
The Sacred Heart University Graduate Center in Stamford will be located in 
Landmark Square.
Click on mouse icons for additional online content.
5summer 2013
Bridgeport Mayor Says “Bgreen”  
Bridgeport Mayor Bill Finch visited Sacred Heart University recently to speak 
about environmental concerns in Fairfield County. “We want to be the 
greenest city in New England,” Finch proclaimed. The SHU Environmental 
Club hosted the event, which focused on “Bgreen 2020,” the sustainable 
environmental plan for Bridgeport.
Saving Money and the Environment  
Since 2010, Sacred Heart University has traded in six gas-guzzling Ford 
Explorers and replaced them with hybrid Ford Fusions and Escapes. The result 
has been thousands of dollars in savings and a boost to the environment. “The 
hybrids are perfect for the kind of driving we do in Public Safety,” said Officer 
Benjamin (Bing) Benson, who estimates the cars are saving the University 
$20,000 to $30,000 a year in fuel. Campus Operations has also begun to 
purchase more efficient vehicles, exchanging six standard Tradesman vehicles 
for Transit Connect XL vehicles.
First Campus Literacy Conference 
Draws Statewide Interest 
On April 13, the Isabelle Farrington College of Education conducted its first 
Literacy Conference. The event, which drew over 100 people, was facilitated by 
SHU’s Karen Waters, clinical assistant professor and director of the 
Connecticut Literacy Specialist Program. The conference theme was 
“Uncommon Teaching in a Common Core World,” embracing the new 
Common Core State Standards adopted by 46 states across the country.
Students Honor Lenten Season with 
Living Stations
To highlight the season of Lent this year, on February 15, about 20 students 
performed “The Living Stations of the Cross,” a dramatic reenactment of  
Jesus Christ carrying the cross to His crucifixion. The dramatic presentation 
included music, hymns and psalms performed by Campus Ministry students  
at the Chapel of the Holy Spirit.
Students performed "The Living Stations of the Cross." Jesus was played  
by Trevor Kelly ’13. 
 
AT LEFT The Literacy Conference in full swing. AT RIGHT Professors Eleanor 
Osborne and Karen Waters, who conceived the program.
Public Safety officers patrol campus in hybrids.
AT LEFT Mayor Bill Finch talks to students about taking steps toward cleaning  
up the environment. AT RIGHT Students Matt Cole and Edward Garrity, both 
members of the Green SHUs, listen to Mayor Finch’s talk.
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THE NEWS OF THE HORRIFIC SCHOOL SHOOTING at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School in Newtown was a sad reminder that tragedy can 
strike at any time. Since then, the SHU community has responded with 
ongoing events to help us heal, honor the victims and reflect on our faith. 
Our community is also taking active steps to prevent such senseless gun 
violence in the future. 
A Special Prayer Service 
As a University community filled with faith, and one with ties to Newtown 
through our faculty, staff and students, we grieved the senseless loss of life 
by coming together for a special prayer service in the Chapel of the Holy 
Spirit on December 17. As we celebrated this liturgy, we asked that those 
who were slain rest in peace in the embrace of their God, hoping our 
prayers and presence might comfort those left behind.
Music and Dance Performances 
Give Hope  
There is no better way to honor those lost than by 
finding ways to create hope for a better future. When 
the Newtown Scholarship Association established the 
Sandy Hook Elementary School Memorial Scholarship 
Fund, Sacred Heart helped sponsor a benefit concert 
on December 28 at Newtown’s own Trinity Episcopal 
Church. On January 19, SHU raised money for the scholarship fund with an 
evening of dance and song at the Edgerton Center by members of New 
York City’s Broadway Dance Center and our own performing arts students. 
During Lent and Holy Week, SHU’s Choral Program presented “How Can I 
Keep from Singing?” as its Lenten Concert and included a performance of 
There Is a Place to commemorate the Newtown tragedy.
When No Words Can Express  
Our Grief 
Sometimes there are no words to express the weight 
of sadness and grief “and only music will do” as 
composer Steven Rosenhaus told SHU Band Director 
Keith Johnston when Johnston asked him to write 
something to honor Sandy Hook victims. Rosenhaus, 
who teaches composition at New York University  
and has created many original works, wrote Prayer—in Memoriam 
December 14, 2012 in response. The Concert Band presented the world 
premiere of this moving composition on March 24 in the Edgerton Center.
Unique Colloquia Series Helps  
Us Reflect on the Unimaginable 
In the aftermath of Sandy Hook, the Human Journey 
Colloquia Series presented a series of colloquia 
designed to give our University community an 
opportunity to discuss and reflect on the event.  
These included “Trauma and Mental Health: 
Implications of the Sandy Hook Shooting” on 
February 20, “Media & Trauma: A Journalist’s Perspective” on March 18  
and “The Sandy Hook Tragedy: Where Is God?” on April 10. The final  
event in the series, “Gun Control and the Second Amendment,” will be  
the University’s annual Constitution Day program on September 17.  
“The pain of one is felt by all.”     
   —PRESIDENT JOHN J. PETILLO
Healing after Sandy Hook 
LARGE PHOTOS: 1. During a special prayer service in the Chapel of the Holy Spirit on December 17, English Language Institute Director Madeleine Monaghan, left, and 
Professor June-Ann Greeley lit candles in memory of those who died in the Newtown tragedy. 2. The Choir performs during the “How Can I Keep from Singing?” Lenten 
concert on March 23. 3. The SHU community pauses for a moment of silence during the prayer service. 4. On March 18, the discussion focused on the role and actions of  
the media, both during and after the tragedy. Craig LeMoult (left), WSHU senior news reporter, and Professor Jim Castonguay, director of SHU’s graduate programs in  
communications, were the speakers.
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A Heartfelt Student Business  
Is Born 
The Newtown events fueled an initiative begun in 
spring 2012 by President John J. Petillo to start a 
campus-based philanthropic T-shirt business called 
Heartfelt Designs as a learning vehicle for students.  
It seemed only natural to launch the new venture by 
designing and selling a T-shirt to raise funds for the 
Sandy Hook Elementary School Memorial Scholarship Fund.
Athletes Bring Joy to  
Newtown Residents  
The Athletic Department hosted Newtown Community 
Day on February 23 during the men’s and women’s 
basketball double header at the William H. Pitt Center, 
as well as the men’s hockey game that night at Milford 
Ice Pavilion. The event, which was free of charge for 
all Newtown residents, included a sports clinic for kids 
with SHU athletes, face painting and a meet-and-greet with mascot Big 
Red. Proceeds benefited the Sandy Hook Elementary School Memorial 
Scholarship Fund.  
SMALL PHOTOS: 5. A participant in the “Performing for the Angels of Sandy Hook” benefit. 6. Mike Gaudioso ’16 performs during the “Let Us Rejoice!” band concert.  
7. David Johnson of the Post-Traumatic Stress Center in New Haven speaks on trauma and mental health during the first “Reflecting on Sandy Hook” colloquium on 
February 20. 8. Student Olivia Burt displays the “We Are Newtown” T-shirts at the Angels of Sandy Hook benefit performance. 9. Soccer player Monica Re, right, teaches  
a few moves to the kids during Newtown Community Day.
9
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Amid the widespread gun control 
controversy sweeping the country, a 
group of students from Professor 
Steven Michels’ Intro to American 
Government class created an 
innovative way to raise awareness 
of gun violence through the Last 
Straw Campaign. Their goal? To collect 
100,000 straws to represent the 100,000 annual 
shooting victims each year. They hope to deliver the 
straws to Congress on the first anniversary of the Sandy Hook tragedy. 
Donated straws can be sent to the mail room at Sacred Heart University, 
5151 Park Avenue, Fairfield, CT 06825.
The Last Straw Campaign
3
4
“ The moral outrage of Newtown should move all of us to action—educators, parents, students and 
citizens—because, ultimately, we can’t rely on our political leaders to solve a problem that is  
endemic in our society. Violence permeates our culture. Violence infects our entertainment like 
a spiritual and psychological disease. Violence afflicts our relationships. And ending violence is a 
cause to which we all must be committed. Something must be done, and it must be done now  
by each of us.”  
      —OP ED, PRESIDENT JOHN J. PETILLO, Huffington Post
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 She concluded with a word of advice for the graduates. “Find time 
in your life, in your busy schedules, to perform a service to others. That 
service is itself one of the greatest rewards you will experience in your adult 
life,” she said. “Embrace every leadership opportunity—and make  
sure that your heart is the most active ingredient in that leadership 
function. Be the change you see needed in the world.” Finally, she told 
the students to engage at a personal level in social dynamics and to make 
themselves part of a group of like-minded or diverse individuals. “Our 
future as a society will depend on these communities,” she said. 
 Llodra received an honorary Doctor of Laws degree. Terry Eagleton, 
literary scholar and cultural theorist, received an honorary Doctor of 
Humane Letters degree, although he was unable to attend the ceremony.
 Dustin Zack of Monroe is excited to be leaving SHU with his degree in 
nursing. “The quality of this institution is outstanding,” he said. “It has an 
excellent nursing program, which is why I chose to come here.”
 Rosemary Foscolo was at the ceremonies to see her second child 
graduate from SHU. “We had a great experience with the first one, and  
that is why Rebecca came here,” she said. 
+ INSIDER INFORMATION FROM AND AROUND CAMPUS + 
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NEARLY 1,500 SACRED HEART UNIVERSITY STUDENTS SET OFF INTO 
the world on Sunday, May 19, after receiving diplomas and words of advice 
from business and political leaders, scholars and classmates. 
 University President John J. Petillo advised the graduates to continue 
to conduct themselves with integrity as they leave Sacred Heart. “Integrity 
should be your foremost concern,” he said. “Secondly, always remain 
curious. Your faculty has taught you to ask questions. Don’t let that end 
after today.”
 In her address to the graduates, E. Patricia Llodra, first selectman of 
Newtown, talked about the challenges of leading the town out of the chaos 
and sadness left in the wake of the December 14 tragedy at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School. “Our sense of self, our confidence and our surety that 
we are safe were destroyed in a five-minute hail of bullets. But that heinous 
act also set into motion a resolve that we would prevail, that this one event 
would not define us,” she said. She added that she has not given up on 
humankind. “I think we humans are basically good and kind. Given the 
choice, I believe that each of us individually and collectively would more 
often than not choose the good act over the evil act.” 
CELEBRATING OUR              COMMENCEMENT
TOP ROW, FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: 1. Celebrating at Undergraduate Commencement are, from left, Michael Wright, Charles Marcelin, Javier Vidal, Erin Dowling, Sara Gerrity and  
Sarah Burkart. 2. Trevor Kelly hugs President Petillo after getting his diploma. 3. Bringing up the gifts to Father Tony Ciorra at the Baccalaureate Mass are, from left, Nicole Fontes, 
Michael Wright and Zachary Doyle. 4. Jessica Fritz, left, and Jennifer Ellis line up to celebrate the Nursing Pinning Ceremony. 5. Honorary degree recipient Patricia Llodra, first 
selectman of Newtown, gets a congratulatory kiss from Trustee James T. Morley as President Petillo looks on.
UNDERGRADUATE EVENTS
GRADUATE EVENTS
47 TH
1 2
6 7
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 During Saturday’s Graduate Commencement, the keynote speaker  
was Paul Baumann, editor of Commonweal magazine. After sharing  
some of his many associations with Sacred Heart University, including  
a nod to incoming Executive Director of Athletics Bobby Valentine,  
he advised the students that “in life, as in baseball, it is good to mix  
up your pitches.”
 He also noted some similarities between Commonweal and Sacred 
Heart. “Like this University, Commonweal is dedicated to the proposition 
that American democracy has something important to teach the Catholic 
Church and that America still has much to learn from Catholicism as well. 
And like this University, the magazine provides a forum where those of 
opposing views can engage one another in a civil and respectful way. 
That exchange of ideas is good for the health of democracy and good 
for the vitality and integrity of the church,” he said. “Catholicism has long 
taught that our best hope for discovering the truth is to search for it 
together. A lot of different voices should be welcome in our political and 
in our religious debates. In other words, as Catholic writers and thinkers, 
we try to mix up our pitches. I urge you to do the same.”
 Baumann was presented with an Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters 
degree, while Barry H. Ostrowsky, president and chief executive officer of 
Barnabas Health in New Jersey, received an Honorary Doctor of Laws degree.
  
  
    
 East Haddam resident Lisa Haynes, who received her sixth-year 
certificate, had nothing but praise for the Isabelle Farrington College 
of Education. “They are, by far, the most amazing people I have ever 
encountered,” she said.
 Jacqueline Halpin ’84 was on hand to see her daughter, Ashley, receive 
her master’s in teaching. Ashley and her brother Jim also earned their 
undergraduate degrees at SHU. “I loved it here, so they followed in my 
footsteps,” she said. “When I was here, it was a commuter school. The 
changes since then are amazing. It’s a beautiful campus.”  
CELEBRATING OUR              COMMENCEMENT
BOTTOM ROW, FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: 6. From left are Doctor of Nursing Practice graduates Vicky Chang, Sharon Kowalchuk, Patricia Giannelli and Theresa Money-McLaughlin 
at the hooding ceremony. 7. Trustee Bill Mitchell hoods honorary degree candidate Barry Ostrowsky at Graduate Commencement. 8. Speaker Paul Baumann addresses the 
crowd in the Pitt Center. 9. MAT student Marcella DeCarlo, center, is congratulated by Professors Edward Murray and Shirley Pavone. 10. MAT student Shannon Driscoll distrib-
utes communion at the Graduate Mass. 
47 TH
“ Embrace every leadership opportunity—and 
make sure that your heart is the most active 
ingredient in that leadership function.”
8 9 10
3 4 5
> Click here to view additional photos from Commencement.
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Sacred Heart University is now one of the few universities in the world to have 
an international coastal research center capable of learning not only how to 
better protect fish and shellfish from pollutants, but possibly how to use tides 
as an energy source. Collaborating with scientists and staff at the Dingle 
Oceanworld Aquarium in Dingle, Ireland, SHU’s Biology Department is now 
offering advanced marine biology classes for both undergraduate and graduate 
students. The first class in Dingle took place in May and was taught 
collaboratively by Sacred Heart faculty and marine biology experts from the 
Oceanworld Aquarium.
SHU Joins International Coastal 
Research Effort 
The Oceanworld Aquarium in Dingle, Ireland. 
The master’s degree program in computer gaming design and 
development has earned an honorable mention on the Princeton Review’s 
list saluting the best undergraduate and graduate schools in the USA and 
Canada. The Princeton Review chose the schools based on a survey it 
conducted of 150 programs at institutions offering video game design 
coursework and/or degrees.
Gaming Design Program Makes 
Princeton Review List
Professor Bob McCloud teaches a game design class.
Siblings Explore the Jungle
Siblings Weekend took place February 15-17 this  
year and brought family members together with a 
“Welcome to the Jungle” theme. Campus events  
included a weekend kickoff party, a special jungle-
themed photo booth and an interactive reptile and 
amphibian show.
Siblings Weekend in February included various “Welcome to the Jungle”-themed events such as “The 
Jungle Comes Alive,” an interactive and educational reptile and amphibian show, as well as a special jungle-
themed photo booth.
Click on mouse icons for additional online content.
11summer 2013
50th Anniversary Kicks 
off with Annual Founder’s 
Day Celebration
Founder’s Day represents the 
anniversary of the signing of the 
charter that established Sacred  
Heart University in 1963. Traditionally, 
faculty and staff are honored for the 
milestone number of years that they 
have worked at SHU, beginning at 15 
years and this year going up to 40. 
Honored for their 40 years of service were Michelle Loris, associate 
dean of the College of Arts & Sciences, and Christina Taylor, associate 
professor of Psychology. This year’s celebration also kicked off the 
University’s 50th anniversary.
First Annual Academic Festival 
Highlights Student Research
The first annual Academic Festival, held May 1, united the annual CAS 
research poster and showcase session, Honors symposium and senior capstone 
events into a single, day-long event that celebrated the academic 
accomplishments of our students. This inaugural event included a poster 
session, oral presentations and an award ceremony.
Multimedia Partnership with 
Bethel High School  
The Department of Communication & Media Studies is partnering with 
Bethel High School’s Digital Academy of Arts and Sciences to introduce 
high school students to multimedia production practices. The program 
gives BHS students the opportunity to attend classes and workshops 
taught by SHU faculty and industry professionals.
Faith Westdyk, an athletic training major, talks with Assistant Director of Athletic 
Support Services Randy Brochu about her research findings. Her project was  
entitled “Partial Hamstring Autograft Tear in the Ipsilateral Knee of a 21-Year-Old 
Female Field Hockey Player After a Previous Anterior Cruciate Ligament Recon.” 
Finance Professor Kwamie Dunbar, facing, talks with business student Bryan 
Harmon about his project.
TOP The Choir performs during the Founder’s Day ceremony. BOTTOM 
Professors Michelle Loris, left, and Christina Taylor were both honored for 40 
years of service.
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IT’S BEEN A BUSY WEEK FOR NATALIE 
DIGENNARO ’ 15. She queried a vendor about 
designs and pricing, reviewed order forms 
and discussed an email marketing campaign 
for a new T-shirt offered by Heartfelt 
Designs, which designs, produces and 
markets T-shirts for a philanthropic cause. 
 “Sometimes working for Heartfelt Designs 
can be tiring,” she admits, “because we have 
to learn new things every day as we face 
unexpected challenges.”
 That’s a good thing, since that was exactly 
the impetus behind Sacred Heart University’s launch this past year 
of two student-run businesses, Heartfelt Designs and the Walnut 
Beach Creamery, an ice cream shop housed in Roncalli Hall. In 
this mercurial, competitive global economy, a college degree is a 
must-have in your toolbox—but that degree is even more valuable 
if you also earn experience and marketable skills along the way to 
graduation.
 “Our students are learning best business theories and practices 
in class, and then our student-run businesses give them live 
experience with actual customers or industry challenges where 
they apply those theories and learn to think on their feet,” says 
Sean Heffron, director of the Student Experience in the John F. 
Welch College of Business. 
 For instance, students trying to launch the Creamery had to 
push their opening date back because of Hurricane Sandy and 
construction issues. Meanwhile, their colleagues at Heartfelt 
Designs faced other worries, like what if the T-shirt they’d created 
for St. Patrick’s Day didn’t get produced in time for the holiday.
 “Sacred Heart is ahead of the curve by establishing student 
businesses that can serve as teaching tools,” says David Taylor, 
assistant professor of marketing and sports management. While 
internships serve a purpose, he explains, they only offer students 
a “small sliver of the business world,” as students typically 
work in just one department. “Students running their own 
businesses function as a company, not a department. They have 
an opportunity to see the whole picture and how everything fits 
together. That’s really our goal in business education, and we’re 
accomplishing that.” 
 “In a student-run business, students make all of the business 
decisions, from inventory management to accounting and 
 Sacred �eart Sludent and Alumni Entrepreneurs 
ShA�E THE BOTTO� LI�Ew
ABOVE LEFT Seated, from left, are Danielle D'Onofrio, Natalie Digennaro and Shannon Muscara. Standing are Mary Disciullo, Rachel Ragone, Patrick 
Plant, Octavia Pierce, Mike Twerago, Dana Kinlen and Sarah Backus. ABOVE RIGHT In the Walnut Beach Creamery in Roncalli Hall are, from left, Brian 
Reilly, Charlie Holland, Kaitlyn Nastro and Scott Gaffney.
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Briann� Caro�a� ’16   
STUDEN� PROFILE
Hometown: Bayville, N.J.
Major: Business
Why SHU?: It came down 
to Marist and SHU. When 
I walked onto the Sacred 
Heart campus, I felt at home. 
Everyone was so friendly. I 
also wanted to be involved 
in activities like I was in 
high school, and I thought it 
was the right distance from 
home—far, but not too far. 
First Year at SHU: I love 
it here. At first, it was a little 
hard to get adjusted, but my 
activities helped a lot. The 
Living Learning Community 
helped me make friends in 
my major. I have had to learn 
to balance schoolwork with 
activities, but I did that in 
high school, too. Overall I feel 
like it’s a family. I like that 
everyone knows who you are, 
and you are not just a face in 
the crowd. It’s nice to walk 
around and know people and 
have people know you. 
Activities: Treasurer of 
freshman class and president-
elect for next year; Fashion 
Club; Students Today, Alumni 
Tomorrow; Chi Omega; 
WCOB Living Learning 
Community. I also have a 
work-study job in Admissions 
and a job in the Walnut Beach 
Creamery. Next year, I plan to 
go on a Habitat for Humanity 
mission trip.
Passion for Ice Cream: I 
work in an ice cream shop at 
home in the summer. When 
I was applying for a job, I 
only wanted to work at an 
ice cream store, so those are 
the places where I applied. 
I always wanted to scoop 
ice cream. I love the happy 
atmosphere when people are 
buying ice cream. I applied 
for a Welch Scholar position 
and if get it, I want to be a 
manager in the Creamery.
human resources,” agrees Steve Scarpati, associate professor of 
accounting and information systems. “Along the way, they often 
discover new things about themselves, too.”  
 Scarpati has been closely involved in the launch of Heartfelt 
Designs. After the idea for the company originated in spring 
2012 with President John J. Petillo, students from a wide range 
of academic programs—including business, marketing, fashion 
marketing, communication and art & design—jumped on board 
to get the new company up and running. Proceeds benefit the 
University’s spring mission trips, although the initial shirt, with a 
Newtown theme, raised $4,400 for the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School Memorial Scholarship Fund.
 At the Creamery, launched by the John F. Welch College of 
Business, 11 Welch Scholars—sophomores and juniors chosen 
by faculty for their academic achievement and entrepreneurial 
abilities—serve as middle managers. Freshman and sophomore 
work-study students serve as “point of sale” employees, making 
sauces and waffle batter, scooping ice cream and running the  
cash register, with opportunities to work their way up the 
management ladder.
“ �tudents running their own businesse� . . . have an opportunity to �ee the whole 
�icture a�d how everything fits together. That’s really our goal in busines� educatio�, 
and we’re accomplishing that.”
MBA student Mike Twerago, right, works with Professor Stephen Scarpati on financial 
details of the T-shirt business.
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 “In this job, I’m doing a lot of the same things I did when I 
worked in an ice cream shop in high school, but I see it all from a 
business perspective now,” notes Brianna Carolan ’16, who has her 
sights set on a career in human resources.
 “I’m in a marketing class right now, and I can already see how 
the different things we do at the Creamery relate to what we’re 
learning in class,” says Charlie Holland ’16, “like finding more 
ways to draw customers to our products when our competition is 
outselling us.”
 Fellow Creamery employee and aspiring business owner 
Brian Reilly ’16 was drawn to Sacred Heart because the Welch 
Experience and opportunities like this one give him a chance to 
experience what it’s like to be an entrepreneur. “Sacred Heart 
�rofessor �onathan �alker   
FACULTY PROFILE
Professor Jonathan Walker, chair of 
SHU’s Art & Design Department, 
first got involved with the student-
run business, Heartfelt Designs, 
after President John J. Petillo was so 
impressed with the student work he saw 
at Senior Portfolio Night that he thought 
it could be incorporated into a social 
cause to help finance the annual student 
mission trips.
 Over the summer, Graphic 
Design Professor Mary Treschitta 
and Vice President for Marketing & 
Communications Michael Iannazzi 
joined Walker to brainstorm about the 
project. They concluded it could be more 
than just art turned into T-shirts; it could 
also be a student-run business. “Running 
the project would teach students how 
to operate a business, earn money, raise 
social consciousness and develop life 
skills,” Walker said. The business brings 
together students and mentors from 
across departments and even colleges. 
Participants come from art & design, 
marketing, accounting and more.
“This semester has been a great pilot for 
the program. There have been bumps 
along the way—as there are with any 
new business—but we have all learned 
a lot,” Walker noted. “There is so much 
that goes into a business—design, 
printing, advertising, bookkeeping, sales, 
etc. Our students are learning that.”
AT RIGHT SHU students Jessica Wilbert ’16, left, 
and Chandler Antczak ’15 scoop Walnut Beach 
Creamery ice cream on the patio of 63’s.
“ Whether today’s new �tudent-run 
businesses at �acred Hea�t end up being 
profitable or not “is clearly secondary to the 
lessons learned,” says Scarpati. “�e bottom 
line is all about gaining experience �at will 
impress future employer�.”
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definitely offers the opportunity to find out what it’s like to work 
for yourself at a young age,” he says. “Not many schools do that.”
 Even before student-owned businesses arrived on campus, SHU 
was preparing enthusiastic entrepreneurs. Gina Liebhauser ’95, 
who “knew from the age of eight that I wanted my own business,” 
declared her accounting major second semester, built her 
leadership skills by serving both as a student ambassador and on 
the student athletic council and was secretary for the Accounting 
Club. “I came out of Sacred Heart one hundred percent prepared 
to become an entrepreneur,” she said.
 After working for a small CPA firm right after graduation, Gina 
made the move to a big accounting firm in Manhattan. She was on 
maternity leave with her first child in 2004 when her boss asked 
her to become his partner. They started Piemonte and Liebhauser 
together and moved the growing practice to New Jersey five years 
later. Since his death in 2010, Gina has been at the company’s 
helm; she says the appeal of having her own business is the same 
now as it was back when she dreamed of owning a candy store: 
flexibility and responsibility. “I'm in control of my life,” she says.
 Meanwhile, social entrepreneur Jason Guberman-Pfeffer ’09 
is focused on building broad coalitions and melding intellectual 
and technical innovation. A summa cum laude graduate of SHU, 
he is the founding executive director of Digital Heritage Mapping 
and Diarna: The Geo-Museum of North African and Middle Eastern 
Jewish Life, an online museum providing free virtual access to 
historic Jewish sites worldwide. 
 During his undergraduate years, Jason studied everything 
from political theory to Holocaust literature, graduating from the 
Departments of Government and Politics (major) and History 
(minor), the middle east studies program (minor) and the Honors 
program (minor). His broad liberal arts background prepared him 
to launch Diarna as a nonprofit organization that puts once vibrant, 
now vanishing Jewish communities on the map for everyone 
to explore. Diarna recently hosted presentations at Stanford 
University’s Digital Humanities Center and at the University of 
Southern California’s Shoah Foundation Institute for Visual History 
and Education. Diarna was also chosen to present on methods of 
digitally preserving and presenting Jewish historical sites at the 
“Managing Jewish Heritage Conference” held recently in Krakow, 
Poland. This past year, Jason was a member of the second class of 
the highly competitive Tikvah Fellowship, a year-long residential 
program offering participants an unparalleled opportunity to study 
and work with leading thinkers and practitioners in fields such as 
Jewish thought and history, Israeli and American politics, religious 
leadership, journalism, economics, education and community life.
 While at Sacred Heart, Jason says he “was blessed with the 
intellectual freedom to pursue independent studies with the 
best of faculty mentors. I also pursued entrepreneurial ventures 
such as the Iran Freedom Concert, which brought together an 
improbable coalition of scholars, rock musicians and human 
rights organizations. My 
undergraduate experience 
translating ideas into reality 
was not one of ‘schooling,’ 
but of true ‘education,’ in 
Thomas More’s sense of 
those terms.” He noted that 
his early work “prepared me 
well for launching Diarna.
org, now in its fifth year, 
which has entailed asserting 
the importance of place 
in Jewish historiography, 
pioneering new research 
methods and technology, 
coordinating expeditions and 
building a diverse team that 
includes more than a few 
friends, Christian and Muslim, 
from SHU.” 
 Whether today’s new 
student-run businesses at 
Sacred Heart end up being 
profitable or not “is clearly 
secondary to the lessons 
learned,” says Scarpati.  
“The bottom line is all  
about gaining experience 
that will impress future 
employers.”
While at Sacred Heart, Jason says he  
“�as blessed with the intellectual �reedom  
to �ursue independent studie� with the  
best of facult� �ento�s.”
GINA LIEBHAUSER ’95: In the offices of Piemonte and Liebhauser.
JASON GUBERMAN-PFEFFER ’09: At the Noz˙yk Synagogue 
in Warsaw, Poland.
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Spring in the Theatre
The Theatre Arts Program (TAP) had a busy spring season performing two big shows—Nunsense and The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee. TAP also  
put on Theatre Fest, a celebration of one-act plays written, directed and performed by students, as well as a special improv night featuring SHU’s own troupe,  
The Awkward Handshakes.  
+ FROM THE HEART + 
Artists’Corner
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee: (L-R) Kelsey Rondeau, Spencer  
Kelly, Erin Dugan, Declan Lynch and Sarah Cohen.
Nunsense
The Story of a Lovely Lady:  
Florence Henderson
Actress Florence Henderson, best known for her role as Carol Brady on the 
classic hit TV series The Brady Bunch, spoke on May 4 as part of the Edgerton 
Center for the Performing Arts’ American Legends series. She took time after 
the lecture to speak with theatre arts program students about show business. 
Florence Henderson, center, with TAP students.
Theatre Fest: (L-R) Elizabeth Mastrocola, Chris Mastrocola and John DiBari
Click on mouse icons for additional online content.
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Students Exhibit Artwork at  
The Watermark
The Watermark at 3030 Park, a retirement living facility in Bridgeport, 
exhibited student artwork in early April from our Department of Art & Design. 
The 14 student exhibitors included Chris Balzano of Branford; Michael 
Abate of Derby; Edward Garrity of Middlebury; Holly Johnson of Orange; 
Kelly Gilleran of Redding; Jessica Nichol of Torrington; Vincent Ramaglia 
of Trumbull; Megan Pulone of Diamond Bar, Calif.; Michelle Navarro of 
Piscataway, N.J.; Jacqueline Boswick of Wyckoff, N.J.; Sara Race of Briarcliff 
Manor, N.Y.; Elizabeth Mastrocola of Bronx, N.Y.; Kelley Aneson of Edison, 
N.J., and Jennifer Clinton of Sayville, N.Y.  
A Facelift for Edgerton 
Demonstrating its commitment to theater, performing arts and art & design, 
Sacred Heart University is currently renovating the Edgerton Center for the 
Performing Arts. The expansion includes the addition of a large gallery space 
for student and faculty artwork that will double as a venue where people can 
gather before and after performances. The art gallery/reception area will be 
walled with panels of glass and windows to create a feeling of openness and 
natural light. Improvements also include an outdoor facility for warm-weather 
events and campus activities, as well as a large media screen and benches for 
outdoor movies and other programs.
Artistic Talents Showcased at  
Annual Exhibit
Art & Design students displayed their artistic achievements at the annual 
Student Art Exhibit from March 16–April 26 in the Oakview Building.  
The exhibit kicked off with an opening reception and awards ceremony.
At the Watermark exhibit are, from left, Art & Design Academic Department 
Assistant Jackie Hongo, Professor Mary Treschitta, Mike Abate, Sara Race, Kelley 
Aneson, Jessica Nichol, Holly Johnson, Professor Nathan Lewis, Marlane Argianas 
of Watermark, Michelle Navarro, Ed Garrity and Professor Jon Walker.
Edward Garrity with his oil painting, A 
Helping Hand.
Alyssa Papachristos with her water-
color, gouache and colored pencil piece 
entitled One Surprise After Another. 
A rendering of the Edgerton Center renovations
Renovation in progressA bird’s-eye view of the new space
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+ FROM THE HEART + 
Artists’Corner
Flo Rida Brings Down the House
Our spring concert featured hip-hop artist and rapper Flo Rida, who 
performed in the William H. Pitt Center on March 22. Fly L.O.U.D., made 
up of Lansky Aloi and Hopp, opened the show. 
Special Persian New Year Celebration 
Draws Crowds 
Electricity was in the air on April 3 as the community gathered for a special 
Persian New Year celebration. Guests nibbled on traditional desserts such 
as almond cookies and baklava during an opening reception. Later, at the 
Edgerton Center for the Performing Arts, Hennalyne Sedigh read a poem 
in Farsi by the 12th-century Iranian poet Hafiz. Professor of English Robin 
McAllister translated the reading.  
 The event was organized by Education Professor Cima Sedigh, who said, “I 
believe peace is the world’s most urgent need and, as an educator, I try to 
explore the possibilities for peace building and effective conflict prevention. 
“This year’s celebration also featured guest speaker Hadi Jorati from Yale 
University discussing Persian New Year history and renowned Persian 
musicians Hossein Behroozinia and Pejman Hadadi. The event was sponsored 
by the Isabelle Farrington College of Education; University College; Middle 
Eastern studies, occupational therapy and nursing programs; the Council of 
Graduate Students; MARS; Mission and Catholic Identity; Human Journey 
Core Curriculum and the Iranian community.
Barbat-player Hossein Behroozinia, left, and percussionist Pejman 
Hadadi perform at the Persian New Year celebration on April 3.
Percussionists Valerie Naranjo, facing, and Barry Olsen.
Hands-On Lesson  
from Hand Percussionists
Percussionists Valerie Naranjo and Barry Olsen held a master class on hand 
percussion and world music on February 25 in University Commons. The two 
worked with band students on various drumming techniques and introduced 
them to different styles of world music. The event was sponsored by Vic Firth 
and Zildjian.  
Flo Rida
Click on mouse icons for additional online content.
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Band Members Earn Prize Spots in New England 
College Band
Three students were selected to play with the 2013 New England College Band Association Intercollegiate 
Band in April. The students, Lora Streett (clarinet), Nate Tallo (bass clarinet) and Mike Tomanelli (tuba), 
traveled to Gordon College for rehearsals and a concert conducted by T. Andre Feagin from the University  
of Texas at El Paso.
Chapel concerts this past spring covered a broad spectrum of musical styles—everything from a night of Polish music 
to a Gospelfest. On January 26, University of Notre Dame Professor of Organ and Artist in Residence Craig Cramer 
presented a concert, while “An Evening of Polish Music” on February 2 featured pianist Magdalena Baczewska, cellist 
Marta Bedkowska-Reilly and soprano Zuzanna Ducka.
 The SHU Choirs, in conjunction with UMOJA, performed an uplifting and inspirational concert on February 23 in 
a Gospelfest event that included the University of Bridgeport Chamber Singers, along with special guests Joe Utterback 
and gospel singer Jackie Rae. They also presented a special concert entitled “How Can I Keep from Singing?” to honor 
Lent and Holy Week on March 23. That concert featured various campus groups and was directed by John Michniewicz, 
director of Choral Programs, and Galen Tate, assistant director. Violin soloist Janet Boughton also performed. Finally, on 
May 1, there was a special Concert Against Bullying by 4 Heart Harmony, Unfourgettable and several soloists. 
Chapel Concerts Bring Joy and Inspiration
Gospelfest
Organist Craig Cramer and SHU’s John MichniewiczSarah Klaum and Shannon Quaid participating 
in the Concert Against Bullying.
Harpist Jennifer Hoult performs during the “How Can I 
Keep from Singing?” concert in honor of Holy Week.
Band and Choir Present Broadway 
Pops Concert
Students presented a special Broadway pops concert called “Best of Broadway!” 
on May 5 at the Edgerton Center. The event featured the University Band and 
combined choirs, and served as a fundraiser for the Patty Cook Memorial 
Scholarship for the Performing Arts. The groups performed musical selections 
from the past 60 years, ranging from scores by Rodgers and Hammerstein to 
the ever-popular Wicked.
Choir and Band perform in “Best of Broadway!”
From left are Nate Tallo, Mike Tomanelli 
and Lora Streett at Gordon College.
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Performing Arts Gets Elemental 
The performing arts program presented the fourth annual Elements Concert 
on February 24 in the Edgerton Center. This unique program-in-the-round 
included performances from theatre arts, band and choir.  
Students Featured in  
Nationally 
Juried 
Shows
The Department of Art 
& Design announced 
the acceptance of 
Alyssa Papachristos’ 
illustration, Frog, 
into the Society of 
Illustrators of Los Angeles 
WEST 51 nationally juried competition. Vincent Ramaglia’s Pinned Down 
was accepted into the Society of Illustrators of New York’s nationally juried 
Annual Student Scholarship Competition.
Orchestra Katie Perzanowski does improv.
Alyssa Papachristos’ Frog
Vincent Ramaglia’s Pinned Down
21st Annual Art & Design Expo
High school students from area towns were at Sacred Heart 
University this spring for the 21st Annual Art & Design Expo. They 
had a chance to view art by SHU students and hear from guest 
lecturer Gerry Bergstein. Bergstein is the recipient of an Artadia 
grant (2007), a career achievement award from the St. Botolph 
Club (2007) and a four-week residency at the Liguria Study Center 
in Genoa, Italy (2006). He has been reviewed widely in the press as 
well as by Tema Celeste, ARTnews, Art in America and Artforum. He 
has been on the faculty at the School of the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston, for more than two decades.
Brass Ensemble
Click on mouse icons for additional online content.
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SHU in Dingle – Spring 2013
A Blog Entry by Julia Grimalli ’14
+ FROM THE HEART + 
StudyAbroad
It is a strange feeling knowing our time spent in Dingle 
is coming to an end. I will miss the people I have grown 
to love, but I will most of all miss the person I have 
become in this very moment. I can come back to Ireland at 
any point in my life, but I can never come back to this 
experience; I suppose this is what makes it so beautiful. 
I had no expectations for this trip, solely because I 
chose to go into it blindly. I could not tell you much 
about Ireland before I came here, but after a few short 
months, I feel as if I have been engulfed in the Irish 
culture and welcomed by the community of Dingle. This 
trip has surpassed my wildest dreams, and that is why it 
is so baffling that I seem to go speechless when people 
ask me what some of my favorite things are about my time 
spent in Ireland. But I suppose I 
will give it a shot . . . 
I love the look on people’s faces 
when I can actually answer ques-
tions in Gaelic, and I have to 
thank Donnacha (Irish language 
teacher) for that . . . Gura  
maith agat.
Although the baby lambs we  
encountered on our field  
trips are much cuter 
than the archaeologi-
cal sites we have seen 
. . . my knowledge of 
the Dingle Peninsula has 
grown immensely, and 
I have Isabel (Celtic 
archaeology teacher) to 
thank for that . . . Gura 
maith agat. 
My third grade music teacher, Miss Sylvester, told me not 
everyone was cut out for music when I butchered Yankee 
Doodle Dandy on the recorder, but I now can play two songs 
by heart on the tin whistle . . . thanks, Miss Sylvester 
 . . . and I have Aoife (traditional Irish music teacher) 
to thank for that . . . Gura maith agat.
My relationship with God is constantly changing, but I have 
never met a priest that can make me laugh like Monsignor 
Pádraig Ó Fiannachta (director of the Díseart and religious 
studies teacher). If there is one thing I know for certain, 
it is that I experience grace every time the sun shines 
into the Díseart. And every time I place my hand on the 
Díseart door, I feel as if there is another hand on mine.  
I have Monsignor, Father Jim O’Shea and Brother Sean Ahern 
to thank for that . . . Gura maith agat.
I have never lived with other people before, so I didn’t 
know what it would be like to come home to people who 
weren’t my parents, my brother or my dog. I have had so 
many great memories with you guys that I will cherish 
forever, and I have my roommates to thank for that . . . 
Gura maith agat.
Finally . . . it is almost impossible to describe exactly 
what your role has been during my time here, but you fit 
in somewhere between a teacher and a slightly crazy uncle. 
I felt as if I was given the opportunity to explore a 
foreign country, but always with the reassurance that I 
could call our very own version of Liam Neeson if I ever 
needed to. I have never laughed so hard in my entire 
life, and I have Seán Pól (SHU in Dingle campus director 
and religious studies instructor) to thank for this . . . 
Gura maith agat.
For more information about SHU’s Study Abroad program in Dingle, 
Ireland, please visit www.shuindingle.org. 
Carrie Wojenski has joined Sacred Heart University as 
director of Study Abroad this year. Previously a senior 
program manager for the Rutgers Study Abroad program, 
her long-term goal here is to increase the number of 
students graduating with meaningful international or 
intercultural experiences. Wojenski holds a master’s degree 
in international education from SIT Graduate Institute. 
For more information about SHU’s wide variety 
of study abroad opportunities, visit the program 
website at www.sacredheart.edu/academics/
studyabroad.
If She Has Her Way, More Students Will Travel
Director of Study Abroad 
Carrie Wojenski
ABOVE, TOP From left are University of Scranton students Mary Armstrong and 
Michaela McCrudden with SHU students Julianne O’Hara, Brent Middleton and  
Julia Grimalli. BOTTOM Seated is Pádraig Ó Fiannachta. Standing, from left, are  
students Julianne O’Hara; Julia Grimalli; Brent Middleton; Gabrielle McNamara; 
Father Jim Sheehy, theology lecturer; Isabel Bennett, archaeology lecturer and 
Aoife Ní Ghrainbhéil, music lecturer.
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Czech economist 
Professor Evžen 
Kočenda of 
Charles 
University’s 
Center for 
Economic Research and Graduate 
Education in Prague discussed the 
results of his new market study on 
March 20 with students and faculty 
from the John F. Welch College of 
Business. He will be joining the 
Department of Economics and 
Finance during the upcoming  
2013–14 academic year as the first 
Fulbright Visiting Scholar in the 
Welch College of Business, where 
he will be collaborating on a study 
of European financial markets.
by SHU’s Isabelle Farrington 
College of Education.
03 2013MARCH
Cormac O’Malley 
discussed his 
book Broken 
Landscapes: 
Selected Letters 
of Ernie O’Malley 
on March 11. Sponsored by the Ryan 
Matura Library and the Center for 
Irish Cultural Studies.
Edelman Berland 
Global CEO Mike 
Berland spoke to 
MACOMM 
students on 
March 12.
02 2013FEBRUARY
Economic 
forecaster Gail 
Fosler addressed 
business 
students on 
February 6 with 
a lecture on whether business 
needs government to lead.
Pulitzer Prize-
winning author 
Richard Ford 
discussed his 
bestselling novel, 
Canada, in an 
interview on February 13 with 
Roxanne Coady, owner of R.J. Julia 
Booksellers in Madison. Part of 
WSHU’s “Join the Conversation” 
series.
Yale University’s 
Sterling Professor 
of Humanities for 
Italian Giuseppe 
Mazzotta 
discussed 
“Petrarch’s Confrontation with 
Modernity” on February 20 as 
guest for the History Department’s 
annual lecture.
New York Times 
correspondent 
and author Jodi 
Kantor spoke 
about her book, 
The Obamas, on 
February 20. Sponsored by the 
Ryan Matura Library, the Human 
Journey Colloquia Series and the 
Department of Government and 
Politics.
Education 
philanthropist 
Jonathan Sackler 
presented a talk 
on innovative 
education 
models on February 27. Sponsored 
+ FROM THE HEART + 
SpeakingOut
2013 Speakers
Five panelists presented a discussion 
on “A More Noble Cause: A.P. 
Tureaud and the Struggle for Civil 
Rights in Louisiana” on March 21. 
The panelists included Sacred Heart 
University English Professor Anita 
August; A.P. Tureaud, Jr.; Rachel 
Emanuel of Southern University 
Bestselling author Nicholas Sparks entertained a capacity crowd of fans at the Edgerton Center for the 
Performing Arts on March 11. He shared the genesis of his first three books by noting that they were based 
on family stories. The Notebook was inspired by his wife’s grandparents, while Message in a Bottle covered 
the separate untimely deaths of his parents. His third book, A Walk to Remember, was based on his 
younger sister’s battle with cancer, which she ultimately lost. The father of five said he never imagined in 
his wildest dreams that he would be a writer. He first tried it the summer after his freshman year at the 
University of Notre Dame when an injury derailed his dreams of becoming an Olympic runner. Sparks has 
now sold 17 novels, eight of which have been made into movies. This event was part of the Student Affairs 
Lecture Series.
Facing, from left: students Tash Sousa and Faith Westdyk get their books signed by author Nicholas Sparks.
Click on mouse icons for additional online content.
Anita August and A.P. Tureaud, Jr.
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Law Center and Steve Walkley of 
Einstein Medical School. Alexander 
Pierre Tureaud, a Louisiana attorney 
who passed away in 1972, was  
one of the most influential figures 
in Louisiana’s courts during the 
decades-long legal battle to end 
segregation and discrimination. 
Sponsored by the Isabelle 
Farrington College of Education.
Yale University 
professor Paul 
Bracken 
discussed 
“Managing a 
Multipolar 
Nuclear World” and his new book 
The Second Nuclear Age on March 
25. Sponsored by the Isabelle 
Farrington College of Education, 
the John F. Welch College of 
Business and the Department of 
Government and Politics.
Edelman Berland 
Global Vice 
Chairman of 
Public Affairs 
Steve Schmidt 
spoke to 
MACOMM students on March 26.
04 2013APRIL
New Haven 
Symphony 
Orchestra Music 
Director William 
Boughton shared 
his insights  
about the concert “Angels and 
Demons,” featuring Edward Elgar’s 
masterpiece, The Dream of 
Gerontius, on April 17. Sponsored  
by SHU’s choir program and the 
New Haven Symphony Orchestra.  
05 2013MAY
The John F. Welch College of 
Business (WCOB) presented a 
Digital Marketing Evening on May 1. 
The event included an impressive 
panel of digital marketing 
practitioners who discussed the 
evolving use of digital marketing in 
their respective industries.
Pulitzer Prize-
winning writer 
Anna Quindlen 
discussed her 
best-selling 
memoir, Lots  
of Candles, Plenty of Cake, on  
May 1 in the Edgerton Center for 
the Performing Arts as part of 
WSHU’s “Join the Conversation” 
lecture series.
A panel discussion on the election of Pope Francis took place in University Commons on April 23. The event was moderated by Anthony Ciorra, 
author and assistant vice president for Mission and Catholic Identity at SHU, with panelists Michael W. Higgins, Vatican affairs analyst for The Globe 
and Mail and the CTV Network and vice president for Mission and Catholic Identity; George Collins, Jesuit and director of Campus Ministry at 
Fairfield University; and David Gibson, biographer of Benedict XVI and an award-winning contributor to several journals and news sources. This 
discussion was sponsored by the Human Journey Core Colloquia Series and the Office of Mission and Catholic Identity.
From left are George Collins, David Gibson and Michael W. Higgins.
Joshua Nafman and Andrew Markowitz
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 NEW!
Undergraduate  
Communications Degree 
The Department of Communication & Media Studies has added a new 
communication studies major with two possible concentrations: advertising 
media/public relations and sports media. The new programs will take 
advantage of the professional experience of several existing communication 
& media studies faculty, including Andrew Miller, who worked in Los 
Angeles in film and production; Brian Thorne, who works with the Golf 
Channel, NFL Films and Major League Baseball; and Paul Pabst, producer  
of DirecTV’s The Dan Patrick Show.
“These new majors capitalize on what Sacred Heart does well and on our 
location,” said Miller, who will serve as coordinator for the new programs. 
“It makes sense for a university that’s located in Fairfield County to expand 
into advertising, public relations and sports media, because there’s a great 
marketplace for those professions in this area.”
Connecticut is home to several large media entities, including ESPN  
in Bristol; Millward Brown branding and public relations and The Voice 
advertising agency in Fairfield; and WWE, NBC Sports and the YES 
Network in Stamford. Additionally, New York City, less than 60 miles  
from SHU’s Fairfield campus, is a hotbed of sports media, advertising  
and public relations companies, giving students a wide field for 
internship and job opportunities.
NEW! Master of Science  in Cybersecurity
Answering the constant plea for cyber-security specialists, SHU has 
announced the launch of a new master’s program in cybersecurity, 
designed to provide students with an introduction to information security, 
risk and threat management and security architecture.
“It’s filling a need,” said Domenick Pinto, associate professor and chair  
of SHU’s Department of Computer Science and Information Technology. 
“The job market in this discipline is phenomenal, but there are not a 
lot of cyber-security specialists. Moreover, there’s a severe shortage in 
Connecticut of graduate schools that are offering an education in this field.”
Students can study in SHU’s 36-credit cybersecurity program on a full- or 
part-time basis. The courses will be offered in a trimester schedule with 
most classes held on weeknights or Saturdays, and the degree can be 
completed in as little as 15 to 24 months.
Courses include cryptography, systems security, digital forensics, securing 
the Cloud and ethical hacking. Most of the courses will be taught by 
working professionals—people in cyber-security positions at organizations 
in the Fairfield County area, including a forensic specialist for a local police 
department.
One of those field specialists is Greg Kyrytschenko, an adjunct professor at 
SHU who will serve as associate director of the new program. Kyrytschenko 
has worked in the cyber-security industry for 13 years, holding positions in 
security management and security architecture.
Along with the advanced orthopaedic physical therapy certificate 
and the film and television and speech-language pathology master’s 
programs that were featured in the last issue of this magazine, 
Sacred Heart is continuing to offer new programs to meet the 
evolving needs of its students. These include a communications 
degree with concentrations in advertising media/public relations 
and sports media, a master’s program in cybersecurity and an  
adult TESOL concentration for the Master of Arts in Teaching.  
All three programs will be available for the 2013 fall semester.
New Programs Keep Pace
WITH STUDENT DEMANDS
“It is critical that a university continue to be innovative and creative,” said University Provost and Vice President 
for Academic Affairs Laura Niesen de Abruna. “We are always thinking about the needs of our students and 
finding new opportunities for them. We are dedicated to advancing our curricular development and are fortunate 
to have a remarkable team of faculty and staff who work to provide students with a quality education that is 
new and engaging. The development of these new programs reinforces our core values and our commitment to 
prepare our students for an ever-changing world.”
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“Cyber security is a dynamic, ever-changing field,” Kyrytschenko 
said. “There’s a demand now, and there will definitely be an even 
higher demand in years to come, for skilled individuals to participate 
in this specialty within the IT industry. Studying cyber security is a 
tremendous stride toward building one’s future job potential.”
Pinto notes that President Barack Obama has also weighed in on the 
need for more expertise in the field. In a 2009 speech, the President 
declared that the “cyber threat is one of the most serious economic 
and national security challenges we face as a nation” and that 
“America’s economic prosperity in the 21st century will depend on  
cyber security.”
On the job front, Pinto said that SHU’s computer science program is a 
frequent source for area companies looking to fill internships and salaried 
positions. “If anything, we have too few students to send to jobs,” he said. 
“And I don’t imagine that’s going to be any different in the cyber-security 
field. Local and New York City-based companies are expanding in the area 
of cyber security. It’s needed by all sorts of businesses everywhere.”
 NEW!
Master of Arts in Teaching: 
Adult TESOL Concentration
While the Isabelle Farrington College of Education offers a Connecticut 
Certification in Adult TESOL (Teachers of English to Speakers of Other 
Languages), a new concentration in Adult TESOL for its Master of Arts 
in Teaching (MAT) degree has now been developed. The new master’s 
degree concentration builds on the certificate program by offering four 
additional courses.
“The MAT concentration prepares graduates to understand the multicultural 
and diverse needs of students studying adult ESL (English as a Second 
Language),” said James Carl, dean of the Isabelle Farrington College 
of Education. “It prepares them to teach with a variety of expressive 
communication methods, helps them understand the processes of first-  
and second-language acquisition, enables them to develop and 
demonstrate effective teaching skills, gives them an understanding of 
special education and provides them with the most current research  
to develop teaching that’s practical and effective.”
Madeleine Monaghan, director of SHU’s English Language Institute, will 
oversee the new 33-credit program. Courses will include methods and 
materials for teaching second-language learners, projects in education 
technology, topics in computer education, a seminar in reading 
interventions, storytelling and more.
“The program allows our graduates to become better teachers, because 
they will have more of an in-depth knowledge of what it takes to teach 
adults who speak other languages,” Carl said. “It also makes them more 
competitive in their market because they will have a credential.”
Cybersecurity
Undergraduate  
Communications Degree
Adult TESOL Concentration
For additional information on these programs, visit our 
Undergraduate and Graduate Admissions web pages.
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FacultySpotlight
Lim Takes Third Place in 
SCFAS Forecast Contest
Associate Professor of Finance Ralph Lim won 
third place in this year’s Stamford CFA Society’s 
Forecast Contest. Lim correctly predicted the 
ending levels of the 10-year U.S. Treasury bond 
yield, the S&P 500 index and the price of gold 
while competing against other financial experts.
An Insider’s View of 
the Papal Conclave 
Vice President for Mission and Catholic Identity 
Michael W. Higgins traveled to his native Canada 
as an expert on the papal conclave for CTV 
News. He was on air several times each day and 
remained on call 24/7 to answer questions on 
everything from the general congregations and 
the process of holding a conclave to the 
candidates themselves.
Greeley Represents 
Northeast Region on 
APPE Sub-Committee 
Associate Professor of Religious Studies June-
Ann Greeley is the new Northeast Region 
representative to the Association for Practical 
and Professional Ethics (APPE) sub-committee. 
APPE is an international organization advancing 
scholarship, education and practice in practical 
and professional ethics.
Nathan Lewis, assistant professor of Art & 
Design, took top honors recently at the 
Paint & Clay Club’s 112th Annual Juried 
Exhibition at the John Slade Ely House in 
New Haven. His prize-winning oil 
painting, Orpheus, was purchased by the 
Paint & Clay Club for its permanent collection. Lewis was also included in 
an opening exhibition at the Community College of Rhode Island in 
Warwick, which was reviewed in Art New England.
Professor Nathan 
Lewis Receives Top 
Art Prize 
Orpheus
Carey Selected for 
Executive Leadership 
Academy
College of Arts & Sciences Dean Seamus Carey was 
selected to participate in the 2013–2014 Executive 
Leadership Academy, co-sponsored by the Council 
of Independent Colleges, the American Association 
of State Colleges and Universities and the American 
Academic Leadership Institute. The year-long 
program prepares experienced administrators for 
future leadership roles.
Click on mouse icons for additional online content.
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Five Sacred Heart University faculty members were selected to participate 
in the Association of American Colleges and Universities’ Institute on 
High-Impact Practices and Student Success at the University of Wisconsin 
in June. From left, Jody Bortone, associate dean and associate professor 
of occupational therapy; Pamela Buck, assistant professor of English; Cara 
Erdheim, English lecturer; Marie Hulme, English instructor and director of 
SHUsquare; and Sean Heffron, director of student experience in the Welch 
College of Business, submitted the successful applications.
Faculty Members Selected for AAC&U Institute  
Faculty Institute Centers on Students
“Centering on Students” was the topic when Scott E. Evenbeck, president of 
the New Community College at the City University of New York, gave the 
keynote address at Sacred Heart University’s Spring Faculty Institute. During 
his talk, Evenbeck presented seven principles of excellence in undergraduate 
education that he believes will lead to student achievement, greater retention 
and increased persistence to graduation.
Pinto Honored for Service and 
Longtime Reign as Chair
Computer Science & Information Technology (CS/IT) Chair Domenick Pinto’s 
paper, “Leading Faculty Through Times of Change: The Chair’s Evolving Role,” 
has been accepted for publication in a journal, The Department Chair. Pinto is 
an authority on the subject, having served in his role as chair at Sacred Heart 
University for 25 years. He was honored for his 35 years of service to the 
University during a special reception for CS/IT alumni on April 19.  
Standing, from left, are honoree Domenick Pinto and Barbara Bashar, business 
manager for WSHU. Seated, from left, are alumna Maria Chao and her husband 
Donald; Mary Ann Robbert, past Computer Science chair, and Rose Kinik, 
retired math professor. 
AT LEFT Actors Lawrence Michael Levine, left, and Ryan Hendrickson are pictured 
in a still from Damon Maulucci’s film, Detonator. ABOVE RIGHT Maulucci speaks  
at the Festival.
Scott E. Evenbeck speaks during the Faculty Institute.
Film Fest Features 
Maulucci’s Detonator  
The new independent film Detonator was featured 
on April 13 on campus as part of a special preview of 
the New England Film & Music Festival. The event 
coincided this year with Sacred Heart University’s 
launch of the film and television master’s program (FTMA).
 “We plan to be a hub for regional production and entertainment,” said 
Damon Maulucci, co-writer/co-director of Detonator. He helped design the 
FTMA program with fellow faculty member and filmmaker Justin Lieberman. 
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It may be a long road from 
shoveling bird droppings in 
Wichita to setting box-office 
records on the Great White Way, 
but one thing is certain: when 
your career begins literally 
knee deep in pigeon carcasses 
and guano, the only way is up.
“I was in school at Wichita State University,” explains Jerry Goehring, 
director of the theatre program at Sacred Heart University. “And I 
heard that this lawyer had bought this wonderful old vaudeville theater 
downtown. So I wrote him a letter and asked, ‘How can I help?’” 
Goehring sits at his desk. As we talk, he tinkers with a slightly dismantled, 
flickering electric candelabra for that weekend’s gala performance of  
The Three Phantoms.
“It turned out the smoke vents had been left open for years and the theater 
had become a pigeon roost. My first day, the guy handed me gloves, a face 
mask so I could breathe, some trash bags and a snow shovel. And for the 
next 30 days—I finished on the 30th day from when I started—I shoveled 
pigeon . . . stuff . . . off the stage.
“It was awful,” he adds. As if there was any doubt.
That was then. And this is now:
In his role at Sacred Heart, Goehring programs the Edgerton Center for the 
Performing Arts, building the American Legends speaker series starring 
the likes of Rich Little, Mickey Rooney and Florence Henderson; he serves 
on the board of the Connecticut Children’s Theatre (which he founded and 
Jerry      
   Goehring
Jerry Goehring on the Edgerton stage
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“For me, it’s got to be personal,” 
he says, explaining that there are 
plenty in the business who write  
the checks for other people’s ideas.  
For Goehring, the fun comes in having 
the idea and making it happen.
which also serves as a vehicle for his students to gain practical experience 
in all aspects of professional theater—from devising a script to scrapping 
the set at the end of a run); and he produces the University’s own student 
musicals and shows. 
Ah, forgot to mention being lead producer on Broadway’s record–setting 
production A Christmas Story, the 2012 musical adaptation of Jean 
Shepherd’s 1983 film, which was recently nominated for the big three, the 
triple crown of Tony nominations: Best Musical, Best Score and Best Book.
Yeah. That’s him, too. All in a day’s work. In fact, it’s all in almost every 
day’s work.
“I think the kids appreciate that I know what I’m talking about from 
experience,” says Goehring. “They know I’ve gone up the ladder.”
Indeed, he has.
With the stage in Wichita finally cleared and cleaned, and the renovations 
complete, the then-theater/business double major (more on that odd 
pairing later . . . ) set to work founding a nonprofit company and started 
programming the marquee. 
After graduation, he moved to New York City, knocking on the doors 
of every company he heard of. Three months later he was production 
manager for an off–Broadway company, Primary Stages. Writing, 
producing, developing and managing at more companies and on more 
productions than space will allow, Goehring worked the ladder.
Then came family and kids and the move out of the city. Landing in 
Connecticut, Goehring launched the Connecticut Children’s Theatre, which 
found a home at the Edgerton Center—and ultimately landed Goehring the 
job of programming manager. Four years later, the University asked if he 
would be interested in developing a theatre program.
“I told them it was something I’d never done before, but they were still 
interested, so I said, ‘Yeah. Let’s give it a shot.’” Now, less than three years 
later, the program is a fully recognized minor course of study (with nearly 
a hundred students enrolled) and on track to being counted as a University 
major in the very near future.
If it all reads like something of a whirlwind, it’s only because that’s exactly 
what Goehring’s career has been. He’s one of those people who manage 
to accomplish more before the first pot of coffee runs out than the rest 
of us seem to manage in a day. And while none of his success has come 
without real and persistent craft, the charm and grace with which he does 
it seem effortless.
Then again, there is an honest simplicity about his work—and work 
ethic—that stems from an old-school do-what-you-love philosophy that 
evidently has served him well. As the accolades for A Christmas Story came 
pouring in (and by “pour” we mean gush—critics from Time magazine and 
the Associated Press to Whoopi Goldberg and Perez Hilton could hardly 
contain their enthusiasm), so did the offers and requests. But Goehring 
would not be flattered. 
“For me, it’s got to be personal,” he says, explaining that there are plenty in 
the business who write the checks for other people’s ideas. For Goehring, 
the fun comes in having the idea and making it happen. Remember that 
double major, and it all starts to make sense.
“I’ve failed much more than I’ve succeeded,” he says, which is hard to 
believe, as witnessing Jerry Goehring in action is to witness success and 
confidence in the flesh. Indeed, if there is any sign of Jerry Goehring ever 
having failed, it is only in the calm that comes from knowing one is stronger 
and more resilient than one’s mistakes. 
And for his students, that may be the most important lesson of all. 
ABOVE From left, Goehring runs through a tech rehearsal backstage with 
students Samuel Burroughs and Jeffrey Therkelsen. AT RIGHT Goehring 
works with students on the set of Spring Awakening in 2012.
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SHU Students Are 
Making a Difference on 
Mission Matters Trips
Sacred Heart University has been sending students on international mission, 
service and immersion trips through the Office of Volunteer Programs and 
Service Learning for years, and this past spring was no exception. A total of 
34 students traveled to Central America during spring break, with delegates 
returning to El Salvador for the 21st year and two brand-new groups heading 
to Guatemala and Costa Rica. Each trip has a different origin and purpose; 
however, the overall mission is for Sacred Heart students to stand in solidarity 
with Salvadorans, Costa Ricans and Guatemalans. 
 “The international immersion/mission trips are being reconstructed to 
develop students’ understanding of poverty. This aligns with the University’s 
commitment to the Catholic intellectual tradition,” said Matthew Kaye, 
director of the Office of Volunteer Programs and Service Learning. “This past 
year, 15 students enrolled in the International Education course that was 
offered along with participation in one of the three international trips. In the 
upcoming academic year, two additional three-unit courses will be added. 
These service learning courses will be tied to students’ participation in one of 
the three Central American trips.” 
 These trips offer a unique experience that blends community service with 
a study abroad experience. Javier Vidal ’13, SHU student leader on the trip 
to Costa Rica, said that the residents were very welcoming from the moment 
the 14 eager delegates arrived. “The highlight of the trip for me was the 
opportunity to live with an amazing host family who taught us a lot about Costa 
Rican culture. They embraced our curiosity and willingness to learn,” he said.
 Mia James ’13 is a student leader who has been traveling on the Mission 
Matters international trips since she was a sophomore. She has been to El 
Salvador twice and was one of only five Sacred Heart students in the pilot 
delegation to Guatemala this year. “I have grown tremendously as an individual 
as a result of these trips, and I can guarantee that any student who has had the 
opportunity to participate would agree,” she said.
 Before participants can attend the trips, they need to fundraise. Mission 
Matters delegates have raised approximately $20,000 each year, which is donated 
to community organizations that primarily focus on health, nutrition, education 
and community development. While students are visiting the 
countries, they work and spend 
time with each organization that 
has received donations. 
        For many years, Sacred 
Heart students have donated to a 
lunch program for children in the 
community of Tierra Blanca, El 
Salvador. “Each year, we eat many 
lunches with the program while we 
are there,” James said. “In addition, 
in Guatemala this year, we were 
able to visit a nutrition clinic called 
IntheCommunity
+ FROM THE HEART + 
M I S S I O N 
TRIPS
2013
COSTA RICA 
EL SALVADOR
G U AT E M A L A
COSTA RICA 
ABOVE Co
sta Rica de
legation A
T RIGHT A
 professor 
from Tecn
ológico de
 Costa Ric
a (TEC) ex
plains the 
cow-milkin
g process 
to SHU stu
dents. Fro
m left are 
Javier Vida
l, the TEC 
professor, 
Dianne Gu
tierrez 
(back to c
amera), Ka
itlyn Casso
, Tina Tram
antano 
and Profes
sor María L
izano DiMa
re.
31summer 2013
CERNE that provides two meals a day to malnourished children in the area.”
 Ashley Chory ’15, a student delegate who also went to Guatemala, discussed 
the issue of gender inequality in a Mayan community where the group spent 
some time. “The women had no voice or opinion in the community,” she said. 
Chory also recalled one particular moment that solidified the intercultural bond 
that is formed on these trips. “We went through the woods; it was steep, wet and 
muddy. I slipped and a woman less than half my size grabbed me and kept me up. 
That is when I realized that regardless of the many differences between us, we 
had that same feeling of equality, love and even protectiveness,” she said.
 Most participants described their experience as “life changing,” adding 
that the new personal relationships mean the most. Kayla Fonseca ’13 is the 
vice president of judicial affairs, president of 
Psi Chi National Honor Society and co-chair of 
Forever Pioneers at Sacred Heart. As a student 
delegate leader on her second trip to El Salvador, 
she continued to “marvel at the bridge that was 
built between two cultures through the friendships 
students formed with many of the community 
youth leaders. After taking part in this trip, many 
students—myself included—find that there is not a 
day that passes when El Salvador does not come to 
mind,” she said. 
 Abby O’Keefe ’14, an El Salvador participant, 
feels the same way about the sense of community that was fostered this year. 
“The greatest memories were the times when the people from El Salvador and 
our delegation came together as one through dance, song, laughter and games 
and simply enjoyed the unbreakable friendships that we had created,” she said.
 Terry Neu, an education professor from the Griswold campus, completed 
his 15th trip with Sacred Heart to El Salvador this year. “The conversations and 
sharing are something that both delegates and local people in the community 
truly remember for a lifetime,” said the adviser for the 15 students on the 
mission. “While conditions in a struggling nation like El Salvador can be an 
eye-opening experience for SHU students, the end result for many participants 
is an appreciation for daily living in the United States and a developed sense of 
solidarity for those less fortunate.”
 Amanda Francini, a Campus Ministry graduate assistant adviser to the 
El Salvador delegates, said that the program encourages students to grow 
intellectually, academically and spiritually. She explained that “students  
venture onto the trip to help others, but return home having been taught 
by those with whom they worked.” One such student, who had a powerful 
experience in a Salvadoran Mass service, was student leader Lauren Bonistalli ’14. 
“One memory that stands out for me was singing in the church choir with 
a few other delegates during Sunday Mass. Singing with them was amazing 
because, although I did not understand the lyrics, I felt like nothing else 
mattered at that moment,” she said. “Even though the power was out and it 
was dark in the church, everyone kept going without a glitch—even those 
playing instruments and using sheet music.”  
 The students found that the most difficult part was seeing the hardships 
the local people go through and then trying 
to readjust to the American lifestyle once they 
returned home. “Through the words I heard, the 
places I saw and the emotions of the people, my 
heart was broken, and I was left in disbelief,” 
said O’Keefe. James put it in plain terms. “It 
is frustrating to know I will live here with a 
bed, clothes, an excess of food and anything I 
want, while they live in poverty. Although they 
are surviving, they are not thriving,” she said. 
“Our fundraising helps to address that stark 
inequality, but there is still a long way to go.”
AT LEFT El Salvador delegation  ABOVE Samantha Novack and  Karen McElgun plant pineapples  in Tierra Blanca.   
EL SALVADOR 
GUATEMALA 
ABOVE Guatemala 
delegation AT 
RIGHT Ashley 
Chory, left, and  
Mia James work on 
a literacy activity 
with a Guatemalan 
student.
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Cancer survivors led the crowd during the kickoff of the Relay.
Students walk laps around the Pitt during Relay For Life.
Stephanie Guminiak and Regan Kesting, both Class of 2015, work with a 
student at Central High School as part of a volunteer tutoring project.
Sacred Heart University Relay 
For Life Event Raises More than 
$35,000 for Cancer Research 
Sacred Heart University held its fifth annual Relay For Life fundraiser 
on April 26 in the William H. Pitt Center. A survivors’ reception took 
place prior to the kickoff of the 12-hour event, featuring Shirley Pavone, 
professor of psychology, and Mike Giarratano, co-director of the College of 
Education’s fifth-year internship program, as guest speakers.
 This year’s event raised more than $35,000 with 34 teams and more 
than 350 participants. Sacred Heart’s Dance Team, Best Buddies, SHU 
Choirs, Employee Wellness, the Thomas More Honors Program and Greek 
Life are just some of the groups that raised money for this worthy cause.
 The theme this year was “Relay Rewind,” which incorporated themes 
from various decades, along with a desire to make cancer a thing of the 
past. Relay For Life of Sacred Heart is organized by students in support of 
the American Cancer Society. Student bands, DJs and others performed 
throughout the night, and activities included a dodge ball tournament, 
scavenger hunt and Zumba.
 “Relay For Life is extremely grateful to the students, faculty and staff at 
Sacred Heart for their commitment to the American Cancer Society,” said 
Barb Susi ’75, community and fundraising chair for the event. “Whether they 
made a donation or participated in the relay, they truly made a difference.”Students Help Out by Tutoring at 
Local High School
The Office of Volunteer Programs and Service Learning has implemented a 
new volunteer program with Bridgeport high school students. This 
opportunity is part of a Saturday CAPT (Connecticut Academic Performance 
Test) prep program for Central High School students. The tutoring program’s 
aim was to provide high school students with increased confidence in the 
areas of math problem solving and literacy, and allowed Sacred Heart 
University students working with small groups of Central High students to 
provide a positive and warm learning atmosphere.
Click on mouse icons for additional online content.
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Mia James ’13 works with eighth-grader Daniel at Winthrop School.
Andrew Auletta ’15 of Yardley, Pa., participates in 
the See-Saw-A-Thon in February.
Lessons for All
Sacred Heart University students are enriching the lives of young people at 
Bridgeport’s Winthrop School through the Jones-Zimmermann Academic 
Mentoring Program, which aims to help at-risk youngsters in urban areas. The 
mentoring experience has proven to be powerful for both groups, with the 
experience and knowledge gleaned from the mentoring program as enriching 
for the tutors as it is for their young protégés.
See Anything Silver and Slippery? 
For some, the idea of a silvery, two-foot-long eel slicing through night-darkened 
waters while beaming a radio signal might seem best suited for a science fiction 
movie. For the partners in a project to tag and track American eels in the 
Aspetuck River, it’s an important idea that’s become a welcome reality. Sacred 
Heart University is collaborating with Aquarion Water Company, The Nature 
Conservancy, the U.S. Geological Survey’s Silvio O. Conte Anadromous Fish 
Laboratory in Turner’s Falls, Mass., and the Connecticut Department of Energy 
and Environmental Protection to release and monitor 30 radio-transmitter-
tagged eels into the Aspetuck River in Easton. Joe Cassone, an Environmental 
Systems Analysis and Management program graduate student at SHU, oversaw 
the transport of eels from Turner’s Falls and their release into the Aspetuck 
River. He has also been responsible for maintaining the radio receivers and 
managing the data they generate.
Seesawing to a Better Playground 
The Greek Life community held its second annual Greek Life Goes Back to Give 
Back fundraising event to support the construction of a new playground at the 
Six to Six Interdistrict Magnet School in Bridgeport. The event included 
interactive games, movies, minute-to-win-it games and, of course, seesawing. 
This year, more than $12,000 was raised, beating last year’s event by $2,000.
An American eel from the Aspetuck River. 
sacred heart university34
KEVIN NEALON ’75 WANTED TO 
be a lot of things as a kid: a football player, a 
park ranger, an airline pilot, to name a few. 
Maybe something with music. 
        Growing up mostly in Bridgeport’s 
North End (apart from a four-year stint in 
Germany while his father oversaw a Sikorsky 
contract) and attending Saint Joseph High 
School in Trumbull, he and his friends 
would check out the acts at the coffeehouses 
at Sacred Heart University or the tent in 
Seaside Park. Acts like Vanilla Fudge or The 
Fifth Dimension.
 “The music was great,” he remembers. “And I knew I wanted to perform, 
but singing just seemed too intimate for me. Too personal. But we got Parade 
magazine in the paper every week, and I’d learn the jokes at the back and 
personalize them. Hanging out with my friends, everyone seemed to like it.”
 Thus began a life in comedy, which of course meant a few other things 
needed to be put in order. 
 Like a fall-back plan.
 “My parents were pretty intent on school,” he says, which was good since 
he was too tall for the cockpit and just not into the park ranger thing anymore.
 There was the business and marketing major at Sacred Heart, which 
seemed sensible enough. Then graduation and a backpacking tour of Europe.
 But still Nealon sensed a call. He pulled college buddy John Cook aside 
and pitched the idea of driving out to California to “explore.” 
 “I was really thinking to check out the comedy scene, but I wasn’t going to 
tell him that . . . ” 
 They drove west until they hit San Diego. There, the two landed work 
as department store Santa Clauses at the ripe old age of 23 (“I don’t think I 
was very convincing . . . ”) and discovered the job had one very distinct perk. 
Dressed as Santa and the Elf—with Nealon handing out the candy canes—the 
pair would hit the clubs and find themselves the life of the party. “We got in 
everywhere,” he remembers.
 It was one such evening when Santa found Mrs. Claus, and Nealon was 
left holding the candy canes. It’s a sweet and simple story (the couple are still 
married with Nealon as godfather to their son), but one the comedian tells 
with a quieter tone that implies the moment had a slightly deeper resonance. 
Perhaps it was a polite Christmas card from the Real World, or even a wake-
up call reminding him that his career was meant to be more than sticky 
peppermint candy.
ALUMNI PROFILE
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NEALON PLAYED ON THE 1974 SHU SOCCER TEAM
	 At	this	point	it	would	be	easy	(though	cliché)	to	say	Nealon	is	“serious	
about	comedy”	or	some	such	overworked	paradox,	but	the	truth	is	that	he	is	
wonderfully	thoughtful	and	soft	spoken	as	he	considers	his	words.	“Knowing	
what	you	want	in	life	is	good	knowledge	to	have,	but	it	doesn’t	come	easy.	I	
think	you	have	to	sit	with	it	a	while.	
	 “When	you	get	to	the	end	of	a	day	and	you	think,	That was a great day—
what	was	that?	What	makes	you	fulfilled?”
	 Was	there	any	such	moment	for	him?	He	laughs	at	first,	shaking	off	the	
question.	But	after	a	moment:	“I	had	given	myself	two	years	to	see	if	I	could	
make	it	work.	If	not—business	and	marketing.	But	I	remember	being	on	
Venice	Beach	one	day	in	the	first	couple	of	weeks	I	was	out	there,	walking	on	
the	Strand,	and	there	were	so	many	great	characters.	So	many	people	doing	
what	they	wanted	to	do.	And	it	was	just	like	all	of	life’s	opportunities	were	
there	on	the	beach.	And	I	remember	loving	it	and	thinking, I should do this.”
	 And,	of	course,	he	most	certainly	did.	And	does.	From	his	nine	years	on	
Saturday Night Live	(creating	such	memorable	characters	as	The	Subliminal	
Man	and	Hans	&	Franz,	as	well	as	grabbing	an	Emmy	for	his	contributions		
to	the	writing	team),	to	Doug	Wilson	on	Showtime’s	award-winning	series	
Weeds, to	this	September’s	release	of	Walk of Shame	with	Elizabeth	
Banks—and	countless	other	roles,	characters,	films	and	appearances	
along	the	way—Kevin	Nealon	certainly	does	this.
	 If	there	is	any	frustration	in	his	career,	it	might	only	be	that	he	didn’t	
start	earlier,	he	says.	But	no	sooner	does	Nealon	finish	the	thought	before	
the	philosopher	in	him	reemerges.	“College	gives	you	so	much	discipline,	
though—the	deadlines,	the	jobs	to	do—it	makes	you	so	much	more	organized,	
so	fruitful.	I	don’t	know	if	I’d	be	here	without	all	that.	I	really	don’t.”
	 As	for	the	fall-back	business	and	marketing	degree?	
	 “Oh,	no,”	he	says,	without	hesitation.	“That	was	too	long	ago	now.	I	have	
no	business	to	fall	back	on.	I’m	going	to	have	to	make	this	comedy	thing	work.”
JOIN US FOR THE KEVIN NEALON BENEFIT 
P E R F O R M A N C E  O N  H O M E C O M I N G  W E E K E N D
Friday, September 20, at 7 p.m.  |  Edgerton Center for the 
Performing Arts  |  FOR TICKETS, click here or call 203-371-7908.
 “ COLLEGE GIVES YOU SO MUCH DISCIPLINE 
. . . I DON’T KNOW IF I’D BE HERE 
WITHOUT ALL THAT. I REALLY DON’T.”
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In lieu of my letter, I’d like to share my comments from Undergraduate 
Commencement in May. It was an honor to speak on behalf of the Board and 
welcome the Class of 2013 into the Sacred Heart alumni community.
Dr. Petillo, Board of Trustees, Dr. Niesen de Abruna, 
faculty, staff, administrators and fellow alumni, thank you 
for allowing me to be one of the first to congratulate the 
hardworking Class of 2013. Those tassels look much better 
on that side anyway.
 Fellow Pioneers, it is with much pride that I stand 
before you today to welcome you as the newest members 
of the Sacred Heart University Alumni Association. The 
Alumni Association is an organization founded to provide 
a mutually beneficial relationship between Sacred Heart 
University and its 34,000+ alumni. I would like to ask 
members of the Alumni Association Board of Directors, 
as well as any other alumni present, to stand and be 
recognized. 
 As the president of the Alumni Association, I work 
with this talented group and University administrators to 
organize networking meetings, homecoming events and 
volunteer activities within the Sacred Heart tradition 
to provide a community connection that continues well 
beyond Park Avenue. This community cannot thrive as it 
does without the support of alumni just like you.  
 As you begin on your career path and take important 
steps into the next chapter of your life, I encourage you to 
always keep Sacred Heart close to your heart, remembering 
all of the knowledge, experience and memories it has given 
you over the past few years. This is a gift that cannot ever 
be replaced or taken away from you, and I invite you to 
show your gratitude to your alma mater by attending 
events and wearing your SHU apparel with pride.
 I look forward to connecting and meeting with you in 
the future and, once again, I welcome the Class of 2013 to 
the Sacred Heart University Alumni Association. May the 
memories and lessons of Sacred Heart University lead you 
to a lifetime of happiness, success and blessings. 
Congratulations!
Hail to SHU,
Cheryl Janus ’01, ’03 MAT
Letter from the Alumni Association Board President
+ FROM THE HEART + 
AlumniNews
achievement  |  leadership  |  dedication  | service |  impact 
Call for 2013 Alumni Award Nominations 
OUR ALUMNI HAVE DEMONSTRATED A COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE IN THEIR DAILY 
LIVES, using their knowledge, professional skills, creative talents and humanistic strengths to make a 
difference in their communities and a positive impact on many lives, as well as on their alma mater. The SHU 
Alumni Association presents four awards annually during Homecoming.
Please help us identify alumni who are deserving of these awards. For awards criteria, past honorees or to  
submit a 2013 nomination, please visit www.sacredheart.edu/alumniawards. 
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Alumni kicked off 
2013 by connecting at 
exciting events both on 
and off campus.
The spring 2013 semester found Pioneer 
alumni getting together to celebrate at 
various special events, both on and off 
campus. 
1.   ALUMNI DAY 
Alumni from the ’70s and ’80s gather to 
cheer on Pioneer basketball!
2.  MEN’S ICE HOCKEY REUNION AT 
MILFORD ICE PAVILION ON 2/16 
From left are Peter McRae ’01, Andrew 
Billinghurst, Chris Connerty ’06, Chris Mokos, 
Dave Grimson ’09, Konn Hawkes ’04, Kyle 
Tyll ’09, Les Hrapchak ’03, Louis Gentile ’07, 
Marc-Andre Fournier ’04, Martin Paquet ’03, 
Michael Rosata ’10, Noel Henck ’05, ’07 MBA, 
Patrick Sullivan ’05, Peter Ferraro ’07, 
Richard Naumann ’03, Cohan Larson 
(son of Garrett Larson ’05, men’s hockey 
alumnus who passed away in 2012).
3.  JOHN F. WELCH COLLEGE OF 
BUSINESS REUNION ON 2/16 
Mike L’Homme ’09 and Kathryn  
LaGrassa ’10 make connections at  
the event.
4.  ALUMNI DAY ON 2/23 
Judy Stevens ’80 and Patty Johnson ’80 
with SHU senior Kaitlin O’Gara ’13.
5.  COMPUTER SCIENCE REUNION  
ON 4/19  
From left are Meghan Polis ’09, Mark 
Conklin, Jr. ’12, Roland Rodriguez, Jr. ’10, 
Antonio Carella, Jr. ’12. 
6.  NYC MEET-UP ON 02/21 
Matthew Fiore ’03, ’05 MBA and Michael 
Lorenzo ’02 catch up at New York Beer 
Company.
7.  MEDIA STUDIES ALUMNI 
RECEPTION AND PANEL 
DISCUSSION ON 4/19  
From left are panelists Matthew Braley 
’05, Elizabeth Armstrong ’06, Rachel 
DiNardi ’09 and Stephanie Kanner ’11. 
PIONEER ALUMNI EVENTS
ADDITIONAL ALUMNI 
EVENTS INCLUDED . . .
—  Men’s Lacrosse Reunion
—  Alumni Career Webinar 
Series: “The Art of 
Successful Business 
Networking” with Professor 
Edward Hendricks
—  Washington, D.C., Alumni 
Reception
—  Softball Wine Tasting 
Fundraiser
1
2
5
3
4
6
7
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+ FROM THE HEART + 
AlumniNews
ARE YOU PLANNING A VACATION, 
GOING ON A CRUISE OR TRAVELING 
OUT OF THE COUNTRY? WANT TO 
DISPLAY YOUR SHU PRIDE ON THE 
JOB? We want to spotlight you in our 
“Where in the World” feature. Just 
contact the Office of Alumni Relations 
at 203-365-7671 or alumni@sacredheart.
edu, and we will send you a Sacred 
Heart University pennant to take on 
your trip or share at work. You can also 
visit http://alumni.sacredheart.edu and 
click on “Pioneer Pennant Program.” All 
you have to do is send us back a high-
resolution (ideally, 1MB or larger) photo 
of you and the pennant at your vacation 
destination or at your desk, and we will 
feature you in an upcoming issue of the 
magazine.
WHERE IN THE WORLD ARE OUR AL
UMNI?
Ashley Steeves in Scotland
Chris Morrow ’12  
and wife Tamara enjo
y 
Virginia Beach, Va., 
with their daughter.
Marc Fasano ’96 get
s a little help holding
 the SHU pennant fro
m son Colby 
and daughter Caden
ce while visiting Disn
ey’s Magic Kingdom 
in Orlando, Fla.
For additional information, visit  
www.tinyurl.com/alumniWITW
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As an undergraduate, Bridgeport native John 
Ratzenberger of Cheers fame began building sets 
for the Sacred Heart University theatre program 
to impress a girl. The rest, as they say, is history. 
When Ratzenberger shared his experiences on 
campus recently, listeners learned that he has been a 
carpenter, an inventor, a writer and more—in addition 
to his storied acting career. At one point, Ratzenberger 
invited SHU’s improv team, The Awkward 
Handshakes, to join him in a demonstration on 
stage, much to the delight of the audience. 
 Cheers was his first-ever audition. As he left, 
he asked the writers if they had a bar know-it-all 
character. He went on to improvise the part as he saw 
it and got the call to play Cliff two days later. “I got 
paid to sit in a bar all day and crack jokes. There is no 
hard job in show business; it’s not like tarring a roof.” 
 During the Q&A session, Ratzenberger was 
asked why he has been in every Pixar movie. “I 
always thought it was a clerical error, so I didn’t say 
anything,” he joked. In reality, he has become good 
friends with John Lasseter, producer and chief creative 
officer at Pixar and Walt Disney. “He is working at 
the most successful film company, and they have high 
standards. It’s wonderful to be a part of that.”
Brian Hamilton ’87
From left are Ed Donato, Ratzenberger, alumna Barb 
Susi and Media Studies student Madeline Murcott dur-
ing a talk on April 23.
Brian Hamilton ’87, co-founder and chairman of 
Sageworks, was on campus to speak to students from 
the John F. Welch College of Business on March 
20. Sageworks is a company that provides financial 
analysis and risk-management solutions to financial 
institutions, as well as benchmarking applications to 
accounting firms and private companies. Community 
members filled the University’s Schine Auditorium 
to hear from the leader of the company that has been 
named to the Inc. 500 list of the fastest-growing 
privately held companies in the U.S. and recognized 
by the Deloitte Technology Fast 500. Hamilton 
is an original architect of the company’s artificial 
intelligence (AI) technology, FIND, which takes 
financial numbers and converts them into readable, 
understandable text. Thousands of accounting firms 
and financial institutions use this technology. 
 Captivating the audience with his straight-
forward approach, he delved into the reason for 
creating FIND. “In finance, you’re looking at these 
statements, but really, what do they mean?” he 
asked. “Our goal at Sageworks is to take an income 
statement, run it through an AI engine and convert it 
into plain language. If customers can understand the 
numbers, they will be able to make better decisions.”
 Hamilton’s company gathers data on thousands 
of private companies per day. He pointed out that 
although much of what is covered in the media is 
about publicly traded companies, “the engine of the 
economy is generated by private companies. When 
you look closely, you will see that the state of the 
union for private companies is positive. They are 
growing.” Hamilton’s analysis of private companies is 
featured regularly on CNBC, Fox Business and other 
news outlets.
 During his undergraduate years at SHU, 
Hamilton created a landscaping business. He would 
go to the registrar and pay his tuition in cash. After 
going on to business school, he began creating other 
businesses. “In the beginning, my focus was on 
making money. But as time went on, I learned it was 
important to create a value that the customer could 
appreciate.”
 In closing, Hamilton encouraged students to 
find something they love to do and do it. “Redefine 
what you view as failure. Failure is giving up and 
stopping, and success is simply continuing to try,” he 
said. “Try to remember who you are and, specifically, 
what your long-run journey is going to look like, 
including your family and your faith.”
Success Means Continuing to Try 
Actor & Alum John Ratzenberger Shares How Love Led Him to Cheers
Happy 50th Anniversary, Sacred Heart! 
HELP US CELEBRATE THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY of the 
founding of SHU by sharing your memories. Here’s how:
        Email your favorite photos and other mementos  
to us at alumni@sacredheart.edu    
        Post your photos on our Facebook page:  
www.Facebook.com/shualumni 
        Tweet your photos using the hashtag #SHU50
        Share your photos on Instagram using #SHU50
        Call us at 203-365-7671 to set up an appointment  
for an oral history interview
Click on mouse icons for additional online content.
sacred heart university40
AdvancingSHU
+ GIFTS, GIVING AND ADVANCEMENT + 
giving from the HEART
PHONATHON
To make your gift, visit  
www.sacredheart.edu/givetoshu  
or call 203-396-8272
of the FUND FOR EXCELLENCE makes the
 HEART 
stronger  by providing students with much-
needed financial assistance, supporting SHU’s ongoing 
mission of giving back to the community and 
supporting the upgrade of lab and classroom equipment.
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YOUR SUPPORT
DID YOU KNOW?
Student Philanthropy Week took place 
the week of February 25. Students 
placed tags on equipment, facilities 
and programs all over campus 
to indicate all the things that are 
supported by donations—they 
also wore T-shirts proclaiming the 
importance of those gifts. Students 
wrote more than 800 thank you 
postcards to SHU donors during the 
week’s Thank-a-thon. 
WITH THE HELP OF ALUMNI AND PARENTS, the Student 
Phonathon was able to surpass the 2012–2013 goal and  
raise over $102,000. 
Thank you for all of your support, and we look forward  
to speaking with you again next year!
THANK YOU FOR SPEAKING WITH US! 
STUDENT PHILANTHROPY WEEK 
Phonathon students
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.  . . THAT EVERY ALUMNI GIFT, regardless of amount,
counts toward our alumni participation number?
17%  MARIST COLLEGE
15%  FAIRFIELD UNIVERSITY
11%  QUINNIPIAC
10%  SHU
Source: U.S. News & World Report
. . . THAT YOUR GIFT TO SHU IS TAX-DEDUCTIBLE?
. . . THAT FOR the cost of one cup of coffee 
a month, you can make an impact on SHU’s alumni 
participation number?
. . . THAT IF every SHU alumnus gave just $5 per 
month, the University would have an additional  
$1.8 million  
to strengthen  
the SHU  
experience for  
its students?
consider 
signing up for a monthly gift with the Recurring Gift Program. 
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Giving Has an Impact—Young Alumni Give Back
AS YOUNG ALUMNI ESTABLISH THEMSELVES in their careers or take on 
the challenge of graduate school, they are still looking back at SHU fondly. 
Many continue to make their impact on SHU through their gifts. These 
donations not only impact our academic and student programs, but also 
increase our alumni participation—and that’s a key component in boosting 
our U.S. News and World Report rankings. The higher our ranking in alumni 
participation, the more valuable your degree. To make your contribution, 
visit www.sacredheart.edu/givetoshu or call 203-396-8272.
“I made my gift to SHU because I would like current and future 
students to have an amazing college experience like I did. Not only did 
I get a great education, but I also made some lifelong friendships that 
I cherish.”
—MAUREEN GARVEY ’08, COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES 
“My time at Sacred Heart University was filled with opportunity and 
support from so many – friends, family, professors and staff. No matter 
how large or small the contribution, I want to be a part of ensuring 
these same opportunities are available to every student.” 
—MATT CHOINIERE ’11, JOHN F. WELCH COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 
“I made my gift because SHU has enriched all facets of my life. My 
calling for public service came about because of the inspiration I 
received from my professors and mentors at SHU. I hope that my 
small contribution can help another student find the same inspiration I 
did from a truly outstanding University.”
—NICHOLAS KAPOOR ’11, MBA ’14, COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES
“I want to give back to Sacred Heart University because it has given 
me so much. SHU has played a large role in the person I have become. 
I am so proud to be a Pioneer, and I can only hope for other Pioneers 
to have an equally amazing experience.” 
—GINA BELFIORE ’12, COLLEGE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS
“I give back to Sacred Heart University because I feel very lucky to 
have had the chance to go there. The thought of giving back to assist 
others in going to SHU or to help make it a better place is something 
small that I can do to say thank you for all SHU did for me.” 
—CHRISTINA RIES ’09, MAT ’10, ISABELLE FARRINGTON 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
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+ GIFTS, GIVING AND ADVANCEMENT + 
The 24th Annual Discovery Awards and Scholarship Gala took place on April 6 at the Linda E. 
McMahon Commons, raising over $530,000. More than 350 guests dined and mingled while 
enjoying an atmosphere reminiscent of The Phantom of the Opera. Then they headed off to the 
Edgerton Center for a remarkable performance by The Three Phantoms in Concert—tenors 
who have played the role of the Phantom on Broadway.
 The Gala traditionally honors distinguished members of the community, while raising 
critically needed scholarship funds for deserving students. This year’s honoree was Charles 
V. Firlotte of Stratford, president and CEO of Aquarion Water Company, who is deeply 
committed to giving back to Bridgeport and its surrounding communities. For five consecutive 
years, Aquarion surpassed all other utilities in the state in customer service and, most recently, 
Hearst Newspapers identified Aquarion among the Top 10 Places to Work in Connecticut.
 Senior Esteban Rosales ’13 from Norwalk thanked attendees on behalf of the student 
scholars present. Rosales is the recipient of the William H. Pitt Scholarship and the Discovery 
Grant Award, which together amounted to a full-tuition scholarship. “Your gift to us is the 
ability to dream bigger dreams and to see those dreams come to fruition,” he said.
 “We are extremely grateful to everyone who came out in support of the Gala,” said Megan 
Rock, vice president for University Advancement. “Their generosity will allow students to 
enjoy the benefits of a Sacred Heart education when they otherwise might not be able to 
afford college at all.”
 Over the past two decades, SHU’s Discovery Gala has raised millions of dollars for student 
financial aid. Co-chairs for this year’s event were Linda E. McMahon and Bill Mitchell.
To view photos and learn more about the 2013 Discovery Gala,  
visit www.sacredheart.edu/discoverygala.
$530,000 Raised for Student Scholarships 
at Annual Discovery Gala
Pictured with scholarship students at the Gala are President John J. Petillo, center, honoree Charles V. Firlotte, left of Petillo, and 
event co-chair and SHU trustee Bill Mitchell, left of Firlotte. Missing from photo is co-chair and trustee Linda McMahon. 
Firlotte accepts his Discovery Award from President Petillo.
The Three Phantoms performed on the Edgerton 
Center stage as part of the event. From left are Mark 
Jacoby, Craig Schulman and Cris Groenendaal.
The annual Pioneer Open golf tournament took place on May 20 at 
Brooklawn Country Club in Fairfield. The sun came out right around noon 
just as golfers began to tee off. This year’s Pioneer Open featured more 
than 100 participants and raised $250,000 for student scholarships. SHU is 
grateful to all its tournament sponsors, particularly the Diamond Sponsors, 
Lanese Construction and Chartwells; and the Platinum Sponsors, Turner 
Construction Company and RAM Building Group. The Open concluded 
with a cocktail hour and dinner. 
www.sacredheart.edu/pioneeropen
Pioneer Open Raises $250,000 for Scholarships    
Don Ireland from the Rockwell Restoration foursome. 
From left are John Healy, Greg Coady and Nelson 
DeFigueiredo from the Chartwells foursome.
From left are Jack Haggett, Aurora Cammarata and Paul Healy 
of the Spagnola Gisness foursome.
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+ THE PIONEERS’ LATEST SPORTS SUCCESSES + 
Bobby Valentine Named Executive Director 
of Intercollegiate Athletics
Baseball legend Bobby Valentine 
was recently introduced as Sacred 
Heart University’s incoming executive 
director of Intercollegiate Athletics. 
After thanking outgoing director 
Don Cook for his 20 years of service, 
Jim Barquinero, SHU’s senior vice 
president, Athletics & Student Affairs, 
called Valentine a leader who will take 
SHU athletics to the next level, while 
University President John J. Petillo 
described the hire as a pioneering move.
Valentine opened his remarks by thanking the students for coming.  
“I’m excited and proud to be with you as you move forward,” he said.  
He also acknowledged Cook, saying he looks forward to his mentorship. 
“I am here to facilitate and to provide an environment where the students 
can succeed and be happy,” Valentine said. “The family atmosphere that 
I’ve experienced on campus so far is something that I am looking forward 
to. I hope I can be a brother to some, a father to others and a friend to 
everyone on campus.”
Valentine touched on a number of topics while taking questions from 
the press. Regarding his experience leading a college athletics program, 
he said, “I learned ballroom dancing when I had never danced; I opened 
restaurants when I had never flipped a burger. I’m a guy who loves a 
challenge. I do things that are challenging so that I can strive for  
excellence every day.”
About a contract with Sacred Heart and his future in baseball, Valentine 
said, “I had a lifetime contract in Japan and found out it was the lifetime 
of the owner’s dog. I don’t deal in the future. This is a term that will last 
as long as it is mutually beneficial. If some team calls, I always answer the 
phone. That doesn’t mean I will rush to judgment.”
When asked if he will use his name recognition to fundraise, Valentine said, 
“I hope that I can help with whatever needs to be done here, whether that’s 
fundraising or winning a baseball game.”
Valentine is continuing in his role as senior baseball analyst for NBC Sports 
Radio and has been airing his weekly broadcasts from campus.
“ The family atmosphere that I’ve experienced 
on campus so far is something that I am 
looking forward to. I hope I can be a 
brother to some, a father to others and 
a friend to everyone on campus.”Valentine is interviewed by student 
Vinny Ebenau ’14 following the press 
conference in February.
Click on mouse icons for additional online content.
Bobby Valentine in the dugout with, from left, Big Red and student-athletes Phil Gaetano, Kate Nadler, Greg Moore, Dianis Mercado, Justine Sibthorp, 
Alyssa Brandofino, Troy Scribner and Tim Caton.
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Maria (Cavaliere) Lovello ’93   
PI
O
N
EE
R
PR
O
FI
LE
WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE MEMORY AS A PIONEER?
Being a part of both the volleyball and softball teams. I made 
friendships that are still special to me to this day!
DO YOU STILL KEEP IN TOUCH WITH ANY OF YOUR 
FORMER TEAMMATES, AND IF SO, WHO?
Yes! I am in touch with April King-Strazza and Michelle Suda-Palmer, 
mainly. And with Facebook, we have been able to reconnect with so 
many more former teammates. I’m also honored to call Bippy Luckie 
and Pam London, the current softball coaches, my friends. 
DO YOU STILL FOLLOW THE PIONEERS, AND WHAT ARE 
YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE PROGRAM TODAY?
Yes! I was fortunate enough to volunteer with the softball program 
for two years, building strong relationships with the current team. 
The program has come a long way since moving to Division I, and 
the new stadium is a testament to Bippy and Pam’s commitment to 
the program. I’m so happy for them—their success is well deserved!
AS A PIONEER CLUB MEMBER, WHY DO YOU THINK IT’S 
IMPORTANT TO GIVE BACK TO SHU? 
I feel it’s important because the school can only get better as the 
years go on. I’m so happy to see the programs advance and know 
that the current student-athletes are building special memories of 
their own, just as I did.
WHERE DO YOU LIVE NOW AND 
WHAT ARE YOU UP TO THESE DAYS? 
I live in Stamford with my husband of 16 years 
and my three rescue dogs. I work part time and 
do a lot of volunteer work. A great portion of my 
volunteering is with the Connecticut Humane 
Society in Westport where I walk, socialize and 
groom the shelter dogs. I am also a member of 
the Connecticut State Animal Response Team. 
Additionally, I’m a member of the Allyson 
Rioux Memorial Foundation Committee. The 
Foundation is named for pro softball player 
Allyson Rioux, who died of a brain tumor in 1989 
at age 27. Before her untimely death, she was 
also a softball coach at SHU. The Foundation 
provides scholarship money every year to an 
outstanding female athlete from Stamford, as well 
as supporting Stamford families who experience 
financial hardship due to serious illness. I’m also 
on the board of Soldier Socks, an organization that 
collects and ships basic necessities to our troops 
serving overseas.
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The Student-Athlete Advisory Committee hosted the Fifth Annual Student-Athlete Date Auction 
on April 4 to honor Pioneer student-athletes who have passed away since moving to the Division I 
level. This year’s event honored Garrett Larson ’05 of the men’s hockey team and raised $4,500 in 
his memory. Larson died in a motor vehicle accident in his hometown of Grand Prairie, Alberta, 
Canada. Up to 500 students traditionally attend the event, vying for the chance to win group dates 
with selected student-athletes.
The Sacred Hearts for HOPE team, led by Head Athletic Trainer Leo Katsetos, 
participated in the annual MS Walk in Westport. Over the past seven years, the 
event has raised more than $130,000. This year’s event took place on April 21.
Teams Participate in MS Walk 
The dance team had its best finish in school history, taking third place in the 
National Dance Alliance Championships in Daytona Beach. The team 
routinely performs at football and men’s and women’s basketball games while 
training year-round for championships.  
Dance Team’s Best Finish to Date
Lady Pioneers  
All over Record Book
Members of the women’s basketball team find their names all over the 
record book. The Pioneers finished the season 22–11 and 13–3 against 
Northeast Conference opponents, earning them the No. 2 seed in the 2013 
NEC Championship Tournament. SHU was knocked out in the semifinal 
round before heading to Boston to face Boston University in the 2013 WNIT. 
The team saw three players named to All-NEC teams: Gabrielle Washington 
(Mesa, Ariz.) to the All-NEC Second Team, and Ericka Norman (Chino Hills, 
Calif.) and Kiley Evans (Cazenovia, N.Y.) to the All-NEC Third Team. Check 
out the complete record book here.
SAAC Hosts Fifth Annual Student–Athlete  
Date Auction in Honor of Fallen Pioneers
The SHU dance team at the National Dance Alliance Championships.
Student-athletes participate in the MS Walk at Sherwood Island in Westport.
The 2012–2013 women’s basketball team
Fencer Joe Faicco ’16 of Commack, N.Y., participated 
in the annual student-athlete benefit auction in April.
Click on mouse icons for additional online content.
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The football team poses for a photo with students in the RISE program.
The swim team placed sixth at the 2013 NEC Championships in Cambridge, 
Mass. Sacred Heart broke an incredible nine school records in the four days, 
finishing with 169 total points.
Senior Meagan Bellamy (Barrington, R.I.), swimming in her last NEC 
Championships, topped her own school record in the 100 backstroke, 
touching the wall at 59.41. SHU’s relay team of Bellamy, senior Stephanie 
Walters (Wanaque, N.J.), junior Lizzy Bennett (Fairbanks, Alaska) and 
sophomore Malvina Reinhold (Gothenburg, Sweden) broke the school record 
in the 400 medley relay with a time of 4:01.0. On the final day of 
competition, Sacred Heart was able to smash five more school records.
Women’s Swimming Wraps up Record-Breaking Run 
Women’s swim team
The Sacred Heart Pioneer football program took a break from spring 
practice to run a football skills clinic with students from the University’s 
RISE transition program. SHU junior defensive lineman Joe Tulino 
(Lacey Township, Pa.), who works with the program as a peer fitness 
buddy, helped organize the clinic.
“In nine years of the RISE program, this was one of the more 
memorable moments for me as a teacher,” said Jodi Lovegrove, a 
special education teacher with RISE. “It exemplified exactly what 
one of our program goals is: integrating students aged 19–21 with 
intellectual disabilities with age-appropriate peers.”
Each member of the program received an official Adidas SHU jersey 
for the clinic, where Pioneer players ran skill stations focusing on 
passing, running, blocking and receiving. Afterward, Head Coach Mark 
Nofri, his staff and players passed out brand-new footballs to 
participants. The group then posed for photos and signed autographs. 
“To see our players interact with the RISE students and put smiles on 
their faces says a lot about the student-athletes we have here at 
Sacred Heart,” he said.
Pioneer Football Hosts Clinic with RISE 
Transition Program
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Stuart Holmes
Winning a Fulbright Scholarship requires more than scholastic excellence.  
The selection committee expects a proposal that is ambitious yet feasible, a 
program that will further the Fulbright aims of scholarship and diplomacy.
Fortunately, senior Morgan Merriman is used to standing out from the crowd. 
A senior computer science major with a focus on game design, she is in the 
Honors program and plays both basketball and lacrosse. She doesn’t just stand 
out—she’s going places. Albania, specifically, where she will be teaching 
middle-school students the basics of computer programming and establishing 
competitive basketball leagues for girls. 
This is the fourth Fulbright awarded at Sacred Heart—two to students and two 
to faculty— in the last seven years, placing SHU and its students among the 
most elite institutions and scholars in the country.  
Morgan Merriman ’13  
Named Fulbright Scholar 
Men’s Fencing Wins Northeast 
Fencing Conference Title;  
Holmes Named Fencer of the Year 
The men’s fencing team clinched its fourth consecutive Northeast Fencing 
Conference Championship, going 5–0 on the day. Senior team captain  
Stuart Holmes was named the NFC Fencer of the Year after finishing the  
NFC season 28–0. This is the fourth year in a row that SHU has been 10–0  
in conference play. 
The Pioneer foil duo of Andrew and Stuart Holmes also participated in the 
2013 NCAA Fencing Championships in San Antonio, finishing 13th and 14th, 
respectively. The men’s foil at the NCAAs this season has been described as the 
toughest weapon competition in the history of the NCAAs, with four 
Olympians and three former NCAA champions in the field of 24.  
The men’s fencing team with their NFC trophy.
Click on mouse icons for additional online content.
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Two Sacred Heart University student-athletes recently spoke to 225 high 
school students at the New Haven Athletic Center at Hillhouse High School. 
Junior Annie Dreher (softball) and senior Shane Foley (lacrosse) talked with 
students about the transition from high school to college athletics. The high 
school student-athletes were from the Southern Connecticut Conference and 
were all team captains representing their schools. 
Athletes Talk with High School 
Students about College Transition
At Jennings Beach in Fairfield on March 23, the 
men’s soccer team braved the frigid waters of 
Long Island Sound for the Freezin’ for a Reason 
charity event to benefit the Wakeman Boys and 
Girls Club of Southport.
Freezin’ for a Reason
Athletic Training’s Leo Katsetos Featured  
on Health and Wellness Website
Head Athletic Trainer Leo Katsetos was recently featured on the popular 
health and wellness website, everydayhealth.com, in a section labeled 
“People Living with MS.” Katsetos, who was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis 
in 2003, has been involved with spreading awareness about the disease that 
affects more than two million people in the United States.  
Softball-player Annie Dreher, facing, along with lacrosse-player Shane Foley, in back 
at left, spoke with high school students at Hillhouse High School.
Leo Katsetos is interviewed on camera.
Men’s soccer players Konstantine Dekaneas, center, and Andrew Bortz, left, participated in Freezin’ for a Reason in March.
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AT AGE 25, STEVE RUBIN BECAME A SCHOOL 
PRINCIPAL at Center School in New Canaan and 
promptly tried to turn the country’s educational 
system on its head by applying a systems approach to 
education more typically used to organize business.
 That was over 40 years ago. Since then, Rubin has 
served as an assistant school superintendent and has 
consulted with institutions as 
diverse as the Aspen Institute, 
the Kellogg Foundation and 
the Far West Laboratory for 
Research and Development. 
Currently, as director of 
Sacred Heart University’s 
Educational Leadership and Administration program, 
he is also proud to head a program that certifies more 
administrators than all other Connecticut universities.
 It’s a career chock full of achievements. Yet Rubin 
remains true to his original commitment to find a better 
model for improving learning outcomes for all students 
by organizing schools in a totally different manner.
 “If a school were operating like a system, it would be 
like an orchestra,” he explains, borrowing a metaphor 
from W. Edwards Deming, the father of Total Quality 
Management (TQM), “with musicians playing different 
instruments and supporting one another to make 
beautiful music.”
 As he sees it, teachers should work together in the 
same way as part of a system, supporting one another 
in pursuit of common educational goals and objectives, 
instead of being relegated to compartmentalized 
boxes—boxes that are called classrooms, grades or—at 
the university level—separate departments. “Today’s 
teachers are meant to feel personally accountable for 
what happens in each classroom box,” he says, “but 
from a systems point of view, that’s sheer craziness. 
Shouldn’t the system—not the individual teacher—be 
the responsible agent?” Instead, teachers are treated 
and therefore behave as “isolated practitioners.”
 Early in his career, Rubin began searching for ways 
to address key educational issues affecting learning 
outcomes, such as the wide differences in the cognitive 
and social skills of students lumped together in a 
single classroom. “My search for an ideal organizational 
system seemed fruitless until the day I happened to 
accompany my kids to their ski lessons at a nearby 
mountain,” he says.
 At the ski school, Rubin watched the spandex-clad 
instructors and realized he’d found a viable model for 
a quintessential systems approach to education. In 
the same way the ski school sets up instructors on the 
mountain to teach small groups of skiers based on their 
performances, not their “so-called abilities or age,” he 
imagined organizing a school where students would 
be placed together in particular classes—not by grade, 
but temporarily grouped based upon ongoing and 
continuing assessment of their performance skills. That 
way, students could work in groups where they share 
congruent instructional needs and prerequisite skills 
and could move along at rates commensurate with their 
individual abilities. As in the ski school, students who 
achieved mastery of a particular skill or ability would 
advance into a new class immediately. “Mastery should 
be the important goal, not how long it takes to achieve 
it,” he says.
 In New Canaan, Rubin and his colleagues began 
Using Big Data and a Ski School  
   Model to Help Children Learn
ResearchLab
+ DISCOVERY AND INNOVATION AT SHU + 
. . . students could work in groups where 
they share congruent instructional 
needs and prerequisite skills and could 
move along at rates commensurate 
with their individual abilities . . .
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in mathematics, creating a map of learning 
objectives (a cognitive hierarchy of 
objectives) and empirically developed ways 
of authentically assessing mastery at each 
stage. It was a painstaking process since the computer 
had yet to be used, with the exception of military 
applications and a few giant mainframes at IBM and the 
like. Therefore, they had to use punch cards to collect 
and organize data, but it worked. Rather than assigning 
a fixed number of students to a particular class for the 
semester or year, the classrooms were continuously 
open to receive new students at different times, 
based on when they were ready and able to learn new 
concepts.
 “In this system, very able and gifted kids didn’t 
have to be put on hold waiting for other kids to catch 
up,” he notes, “which is the story we frequently hear 
where schools have been indicted for dumbing down 
the curriculum and the program.” In addition, children 
who needed to take additional time to learn something 
no longer were pushed along in confusion or given 
flunking grades.
 This approach produced significant results. 
Anecdotal evidence showed that children experienced 
less frustration in class, and hard data on test scores 
revealed that sixth graders were sometimes performing 
four or five grade levels higher than previously thought 
possible and were passing examinations in Advanced 
Algebra and Functions and Analysis.
 As a result, Center School made headlines, hailed by 
Newsweek as “The School of the Future.” Over 4,000 
visitors from around the world visited the school to 
see Rubin’s new approach in action, and the American 
Society for Quality Control asked him to write a book 
about his experiences. The result was Public Schools 
Should Learn to Ski: A Systems Approach to Education.
 Now the time has come to implement this new 
organizational approach in education nationwide, 
he believes, given shrinking public school resources, 
inclusion policies for special needs students and 
our country’s struggle to educate an increasingly 
diverse population while attaining the highest level of 
achievement in the global arena.
 The sticking point for this systems approach has 
always been how to efficiently collect and analyze “Big 
Data” about students, which “should no longer pose a 
problem these days with the computer management of 
data,” Rubin says.
 In the business world, Big Data is collected and 
analyzed to uncover hidden patterns, unknown 
correlations and other useful information. Now Rubin 
aims to use Big Data to assess where students are—and 
what they need—at every level.
 “I’m hoping the model I describe for this systems 
approach using Big Data will open people’s eyes to 
new alternatives,” says Rubin, who is designing an 
informational website on the topic. “Schools are still 
floundering and are looking for a model that works, 
and this model can be replicated. It’s a matter of 
helping educational leaders understand how this vision 
for a new system can help us create and integrate 
an orchestra so that we can all make beautiful music 
together.”
In the business world, Big Data is collected 
and analyzed to uncover hidden patterns, 
unknown correlations and other useful 
information. Now Rubin aims to use Big 
Data to assess where students are—
and what they need—at every level.
Professor Stephen Rubin
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Bank of America recently awarded Sacred Heart University a $15,000 grant to 
support the Minority Scholars program, a mentoring and retention program 
that targets low- and moderate-income undergraduate minority students 
majoring in the fields of mathematics, science, information technology and 
the quantitative business disciplines.
Bank of America Supports Minority 
Scholars Program with $15,000 Grant
Project Limulus Receives Grants from Disney and National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation
The Department of Biology’s Project 
Limulus (www.projectlimulus.org), a 
conservation program aimed at studying 
and preserving the American horseshoe 
crab, has earned support from both the 
Disney Worldwide Conservation Fund 
and the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation’s Long Island Futures Fund. 
The new grants, totaling $50,000, will help 
support undergraduate research, public 
education and community programs. This 
is the second consecutive year that the Disney Fund has recognized this work.
 Horseshoe crabs have potential value to human health and ecological 
significance. For instance, scientists and medical researchers use a derivative 
Click on mouse icons for additional online content.
from the crab’s blood to test human vaccines for bacterial contamination 
and to develop cancer-fighting drugs. The horseshoe crab eggs and larvae  
play a critical role in supporting birds and other species, and are valued by 
commercial fishermen as bait. 
 Mark Beekey, associate professor of biology, and Jennifer Mattei, associate 
professor of biology and director of Sacred Heart’s Professional Science master’s 
program, have directed a team of students and other devoted citizen scientists 
and conservationists on a mission to preserve the American horseshoe crab for 
the past decade. Both professors were recently appointed as members of the 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature Species Survival 
Commission.
At Southport Beach, Professor Jennifer 
Mattei shows students from Unquowa 
School the anatomy of a horseshoe 
crab as part of Project Limulus. 
Tagging a horseshoe crab.
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Sacred Heart University has received a prestigious Davis Educational Grant of 
$109,588 for the development of faculty teaching the First-Year Seminar. The 
grant was received from the Davis Educational Foundation, which supports 
undergraduate programs throughout the six New England states. Created in 
2011 by Seamus Carey, dean of the College of Arts & Sciences, the First-Year 
Davis Grant Enhances First-Year Seminar
Seminar Program is taught by full-time professors and incorporates intensive 
academic writing and public speaking. The purpose of the two-year grant is to 
create workshops to help faculty members amplify the content of their courses 
and strengthen their teaching skills.
Professor Anita August teaches a first-year seminar.
Alumni Online Community
By signing up for the Alumni Online Community and regularly updating your 
information, you will always stay connected to the University and your SHU 
friends. You’ll receive news and information about upcoming alumni events 
and will have easy access to Class Notes. Go to http://alumni.sacredheart.edu, 
then click on Member Log In and fill in the New Member Registration Form. 
Once your new account is confirmed by the Office of Alumni Relations, you can 
always update your information by logging on and clicking on My Account.
Stay connected at: http://alumni.sacredheart.edu
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1994
Fred Del Bianco, Jr., of Shelton  
has written a new book entitled 
50 Favs of the ’60s, ’70s and ’80s: 
A Look Back at Three Dynamic 
Decades. In the book, Del Bianco 
writes about 50 of his favorite 
examples of Americana and pop 
culture from each of the three 
decades. This is a follow-up to his 
first book, Late Boomer: The Things  
I Grew Up With.
Michelle Porchia 
(MBA) co-wrote 
the book Real 
Women Real 
Issues: Positive 
Collaborations  
for Business 
Success. Michelle 
also consults 
with women in the workplace on 
conflict resolution and 
communication.
1996
Marc Fasano recently completed 
a distinguished career with the 
North Haven Police Department 
and transitioned to Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage working as  
a realtor. 
1986
Bank of America Merrill Lynch 
recently named Deborah Clancy 
senior vice president and senior 
client manager of business banking 
for the southern Connecticut market. 
Clancy has more than 30 years of 
bank experience in Connecticut 
and New York. She is a resident of 
Seymour and is very involved with 
service in her community.
1989
Catherine Fiehn 
has completed  
the Miss America 
Judging System’s 
judge’s workshop 
and is now 
qualified to  
judge state and local Miss America 
Scholarship competitions. 
Additionally, she is the owner of 
Catherine Fiehn Photography.
1992
Jordan Arovas (MBA) was appointed 
senior vice president and manager 
of Specialty Banking at Webster 
Bank, a leading regional bank serving 
businesses and consumers from 
Westchester County, N.Y., to Boston. 
is on utility regulatory issues. He 
was named president of the New 
England Conference of Public 
Utilities Commission and to the 
executive committee of the National 
Association of Regulatory Utility 
Commissioners.
1975
Armando Goncalves is the recipient 
of the Housatonic Community 
College Foundation’s 2013 
“Distinguished Citizen” Award for 
his positive impact on the lives 
of individuals in the Bridgeport 
community. 
1972
Sr. Kathleen Kelly has been 
appointed principal of Holy Trinity 
School in Wallingford. She was 
named the 2012–2013 Archdiocesan 
Distinguished Catholic School 
Administrator earlier this year.
1974
John Betkoski, III, vice chairman 
of Connecticut Public Utilities 
Regulatory Authority, has been 
named to leadership positions with 
two organizations whose focus 
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The SHU magazine is created for your enjoyment and to keep you 
posted on all SHU happenings. We’d love to know what you think 
and what you’d like to see more or less of. Log on to take our 
short survey and give us your thoughts.
log on to: www.tinyurl.com/ShuMagSummer2013 
Keep in touch! 
Share your news and events by submitting a class note.  
Visit: http://alumni.sacredheart.edu and click on class notes,  
or email your notes to: alumni@sacredheart.edu.
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Your life feels newly supersized 
with career responsibilities surg-
ing and, perhaps, a young family 
in the nest. You’re focused on the 
present, but what would happen 
to your loved ones if they were 
faced with your sudden death? Let 
us help you protect the people 
and causes you love with your first 
estate plan.
Under
Ages
Ages
Ages
With growing children, aging parents and a busy schedule, 
estate and financial planning can be a challenge. We can 
help you get your plans in order to protect your family and 
support your favorite causes.
Retirement is just around the corner—or here! Take steps 
now to make sure you can thoroughly enjoy the extra time 
you’ll have to travel and perhaps spend time with your 
children and grandchildren.
Put your mind at ease by learning 
how to make your retirement dollars 
last. Now is the time to be diligent 
about updating estate plans that put 
your family first, and talking to your 
loved ones about your choices.
Want to learn more about the estate, financial and gift planning topics that 
matter to you? Select the age group that best describes you to get started.
www.sacredheart.edu/giftplanning
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Births
Aileen (Quinn) Chaney (’06 MAT) 
and her husband Chris welcomed a 
son, Jack Deaglán, on August 8, 2012, 
at 7:11 p.m. Jack weighed 9 lbs., 1 oz. 
and was 21 3/4 inches long.
Helen Lavoie and her husband 
Christopher, both alumni from the 
Class of 2007, welcomed a son, Miles 
Christopher Lavoie, on March 14, 2013, 
at 10:20 p.m. Miles weighed 8 lbs., 15 
oz. and was 21 ¼ inches long. 
During his illustrious career at Berlin, 
he garnered numerous awards and 
recognition.
2005
Elizabeth Coyne (’09 MBA) is 
the director of the Transition-Year 
Experience at Fordham University, 
Rose Hill, overseeing new-student 
orientation/first-year experience and 
senior-year experience. 
2008
Dario Melendez has accepted a 
position at ESPN in Bristol. He 
previously served as sports anchor 
on WISN-TV Ch. 12 in Milwaukee.
2009
Alexandra Pohevitz was a 2013 
contestant on CBS’s hit show, 
Survivor. The current season 
was taped in the municipality 
of Caramoan in the province of 
Camarines Sur, Bicol Region, 
Philippines.
1998
Jean-Claude Tetreault and his wife 
have opened Trillium Brewery in the 
Fort Point Channel neighborhood of 
Boston.
Laura Greenstein (6th Year) has 
published a new book, Assessing 21st 
Century Skills: A Guide to Evaluating 
Mastery and Authentic Learning. She 
has been an educator for 35 years. 
Her resume includes experience as a 
classroom teacher from pre-K to 12th 
grade, department chair and member 
of the school board of education. 
She is also an adjunct professor at 
the University of Connecticut and the 
University of New Haven.
Christopher Palmieri (MAT) has 
been named 2012’s Middle School 
Assistant Principal of the Year in 
Connecticut. He works at DePaolo 
Middle School in Southington. 
He was chosen for the honor by 
the Connecticut Association of 
Schools and was nominated by his 
supervisor who described him as 
“a rarity of both knowledge and 
leadership who gives 100 percent all 
the time.”
1999
Sandy Smyth (MARS) has published 
a new book, entitled You are Never 
All Alone, through Xulon Press, 
the world’s largest Christian self-
publisher. The book tells a story 
about personal values and counters 
feelings of not being important or 
not fitting in with others. 
Jason Stark has been appointed to 
the Connecticut Energy Advisory 
Board, which works to ensure 
that citizens and businesses in 
Connecticut have access to a safe, 
affordable, diverse and reliable 
energy supply.
2003
Anthony Reynolds (’04 MAT) was 
inducted to the Berlin High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame. He was a 
two-time All Northwest Conference 
selection for football, but it was 
wrestling where he really excelled. 
Dario Melendez ’08 — ESPN Studio Anchor
Media Studies alumnus Dario Melendez joined ESPN in February 2013 as 
studio anchor for Highlights Express on ESPNEWS and SportsCenter.  
 Since 2010, Melendez had been weekend sports anchor and sports reporter 
at WISN-TV in Milwaukee, Wis., where he covered professional and college 
sports. Assignments included Super Bowl XLV, the 2011 NLDS and NLCS and 
the 2011 and 2012 Big Ten Championships.
 Previously, Melendez was in Fort Myers, Fla., where he was a weekend 
sports anchor and reporter for WINK-TV (2008–10). He also served as talk 
show co-host for Fox Sports Radio. For WINK, his assignments included Super 
Bowls XLIII and XLIV, the 2010 Pro Bowl, 2009 BCS Orange Bowl, 2009 BCS 
National Championship and the 2009 NBA Finals.
 While at WISN-TV, Melendez was honored by the Wisconsin Broadcasters 
Association for Best Sportscast for Larger Market (2011). In addition, he 
received the Associated Press Regional Award for Best Sports Feature for his 
work on “Sleeping with the Enemy” while at WINK-TV (2010).
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Engagements
Erin Anderson (’08) is engaged to 
Michael Leopoldi (’08).
Lisa Attina (’05, ’06 MAT) is 
engaged to Joe Matrale (’08). A 
February 2014 wedding is planned.
Elizabeth Coyne (’05, ’09 MBA) is 
engaged to Phillip O’Sullivan. An 
August 2013 wedding is planned. 
Lauren Faggione (’07) is engaged to 
Ryan Tyler.
Jennifer Lockwood (’09) is engaged 
to Kyle Wellington.
Caitriona Rowland (’09) is engaged 
to David Robbins (’09). 
Mary Schultz (’09) became engaged 
to Matthew Dondarski in Disneyland. 
A July 2013 wedding is planned.
founded the fraternity Gamma Chi 
Zeta. He has remained close friends 
with his fraternity brothers, even 
after 30 years. During his 30-year 
career, Haydostian held many 
positions in the financial services 
industry at companies such as 
Diamond Lease, GE Capital and 
Transamerica Leasing. He was a 
vice president at Citicorp prior to 
partnering with a friend to open 
Allstate Insurance in Monroe in 2010. 
Christopher Paul Kinghan (’10), 
24, of Rye, N.Y., died unexpectedly 
on January 5, 2013, surrounded by 
his loving family. He was born on 
March 16, 1988. He graduated in 2010 
from Sacred Heart University with a 
bachelor’s degree in accounting and 
finance. He was also a graduate of 
Fordham Preparatory School, Bronx, 
N.Y. He worked as an accountant for 
Entertainment Partners and also for 
Local Union 52 IATSE as a grip. He 
loved life and will be greatly missed.
Michael Anthony Patrick (’89), 48, 
of Milford, passed away on Sunday, 
January 6, 2013, at Yale-New Haven 
Hospital, surrounded by his loving 
family. He was born on April 2, 1964.
Joe Garassino (’06), age 29, of 
Stamford died Sunday, January 20, 2013, 
after a heroic battle with bile duct 
cancer. He was born January 5, 1984, 
in Waterbury to Doreen Darsh and 
Michael J. Garassino. He was a 
graduate of Rumsey Hall (’99) and 
Tabor Academy (’02) and received 
his bachelor’s degree in business 
administration from Sacred Heart 
University in 2006. Garassino 
was a market manager for Kforce 
in Stamford for its Finance and 
Accounting Flex Division. He loved his 
wide circle of family and friends who 
supported him throughout his illness. 
Jon Haydostian (’84, ’90 MBA), age 
50, of Trumbull, beloved father of 
Ashley and Anna, entered into eternal 
rest on Friday, December 28, 2012, 
surrounded by friends and family, 
after a brief illness. Haydostian, who 
was affectionately known as “Haydo,” 
was born November 2, 1962, and 
raised in Fairfield. He graduated from 
Roger Ludlowe High School in 1980 
and went on to earn his bachelor’s 
degree in business management in 
1984 and his MBA in finance, both 
from Sacred Heart University. While 
at Sacred Heart, he and his friends 
Marriages
Alana Hassell (’08) married James 
Mallon on November 23, 2012. 
Obituaries
Virginia M. Croffy (’74, ’84 MBA), 
age 88, of Westport died Tuesday, 
February 19, 2013, after battling 
a long illness. She was born and 
raised in Jersey City, N.J. She 
moved to Westport in 1963. She was 
predeceased by her husband, John 
A. Croffy, founding dean of students 
at SHU. After raising five children, 
Croffy returned to college to finish 
her education. She received her 
bachelor’s degree in accounting and 
master’s in business administration 
from SHU. She was the controller 
of the United Way of Stamford 
when she retired in 1990. She was 
a member of Assumption Catholic 
Church of Westport and was a 
member of the Catholic Daughters. 
Engagements
Valerie Giarra (’07, ’08 MAT) is engaged to David Haase (’07). 
A destination wedding is planned for summer 2014. 
Melissa Sloan (’12) and Jonathan Rizzitello (’12) became engaged in January 2013. She 
is currently pursuing a master’s degree at Fordham University. He graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree in criminal justice and is currently pursuing a career in police work. 
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Unleashing Hearts.
Inspiring Minds.
SHU’s curriculum is  
recognized nationally by  
the Association of American 
Colleges and Universities.
The Princeton  
Review includes 
SHU among  
the “Best 377  
Colleges: 2013.”
The Welch College  
of Business is  
accredited by  
the AACSB 
International.
Best Regional 
Universities in  
the North,  
U.S. News & World 
Report, 2013.
At Sacred Heart University, we are preparing students for professional excellence—but even more, we are educating them for life. 
Here at the second-largest independent Catholic university in New England, we challenge and develop the whole individual by 
cultivating within students a passion for learning, nurturing their spiritual and moral growth and deepening in them a sense of social 
responsibility. We are preparing students for the future while giving them an appreciation of who they are—and all they can be.
Ours is a sacred purpose—inspiring minds, unleashing hearts—making a difference in the world, one student at a time.
Fairfield, Connecticut  |  www.sacredheart.edu
Friday, September 20 
•	Alumni	Association	Annual	Meeting	–	9:30	a.m.
•	 Alumni	Awards	Luncheon	–	12:30	p.m.
•	 Kevin	Nealon	Benefit	Performance	–	7	p.m.
 
Saturday,	September	21
•	 Alumni	College	Lecture	–	10	a.m.
•	 Big	Red’s	Beer	Garden	and	Family	BBQ	–	noon 
•	 Football	Game	–	1	p.m. 
	 (Pioneers	vs.	Chowan	University)
Sunday,	September	22
•	 Alumni	Mass	in	the	 
	 Chapel	of	the	Holy	Spirit	–	12:30	p.m.	 
	 (Mass	will	include	a	special	blessing	of	couples)
Friday,	September	20–
Sunday,	September	22
SAVE	THE	DATE	FOR	HOMECOMING	2013
“ Best in the North” 
–U.S. News & World Report
“ Best in the U.S.” 
–The Princeton Review 
SHU’s Core Curriculum 
has been recognized 
nationally by the 
Association of American Colleges 
and Universities (AAC&U) 
Alumni Awards
Football Game
Tent Event
